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“I love a good park. |
love a bad park. | love
a mediocre park.”
-Leslie Knope

This is the time of

o year to take advan-
tage of some good
weather. Get out of
your car and walk or bike a street you’ve driven a hun-
dred times, and you’ll experience it in three layers. The
good: a shaded sidewalk that connects somewhere, a
well-timed signal that doesn’t make you wait too long,
a bike lane with real separation. You notice the joy of
the neighborhood, the people, and a little wind on your
face. The bad: a long crosswalk at a busy intersection,
or a street where you’re technically allowed to walk but
you’re doing it next to six lanes of 50 mph traffic. The
bland: streets that are functional and boring, with little
traffic on them. It’s a strip of safe concrete and asphalt,
and | still love it.
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President’s Message

By Joshua McNeil, PE,TE, ITE Western District President

International launched this initiative as part of its Safety
Roadmap and Action Plan, inviting members to make
safety a core value of their work and to take meaningful
actions that help prevent fatalities and serious injuries
across our transportation network.

| hope to talk with you all more about these efforts at
the 2026 ITE Western District Annual Meeting, June 28
through July 1, at the Hyatt Regency Bellevue in Bellev-
ue, Washington. The technical program is built around
the challenges agencies are working through right now,
with sessions on safety, speed management, adaptive
signal control, Al video analytics, wrong-way driving,
and weather resiliency, plus poster sessions, roundtable
discussions, and technical tours of projects around the
region. Beyond the sessions, you can tour the East Link
light rail Operations and Maintenance Facility, take a
small boat out to the SR 520 Floating Bridge, the longest
floating span bridge in the world, or get hands-on with
a PROWAG field exercise. Then cap it off with VR gam-
ing at Family Night, a full 90s Awards Banquet (grunge
encouraged), and WD Bowl trivia chaos. I'll see you in

Experiencing a street on foot reconnects us to the people Bellevuel!

we design for, and it reminds us why the work matters.
Every signal, crossing, and lane we touch is a chance to
make someone’s next walk a little safer and a little more
enjoyable. That is the spirit behind the ITE Safety Pledge,
so after you've finished enjoying the outdoors, | encour-
age you to become an |TE Safety Partner and commit

to fostering a culture of safety in everything we do. ITE
Page 1

www.westernite.org



=~ itc G—

WESTERN DISTRICT Spring 2026

Mid-Year Board Meeting Highlights

By Tony Henderson, PE, PTOE, Western District Secretary-Treasurer

The 2025 Mid-Year Board Meeting took place on Friday, Janu-
ary 23rd, in a hybrid format. Western District President Josh
McNeill led the meeting, with Board members, committee
chairs, and section representatives in attendance. The meet-
ing was scheduled to coincide with the Student Leadership
Summit (SLS) hosted by UC Irvine, allowing some board mem-
bers to join and contribute to the student-led conference.

President Josh McNeill kicked off the meeting with discus-
sions on Western District operations and initiatives. Several
committee chairs were reappointed and some now chairs
were welcomed to the board.

Vice President Cameron Shew provided updates on financial
allocations, including funding for future meetings and student
chapter support.

Secretary-Treasurer Tony Henderson shared financial reports
for the 2024-2025 fiscal year closeout and the 2025-2026 fis-
cal year-to-date.

Immediate Past President Pat Marnell led discussions on of-
ficer nominations, and International Directors Peter Koonce
and Kimberly Leung summarized recent ITE International
Board of Directors meetings and gave an update on ITE’s

Safety Roadmap and Pledge.

District Administrator Dalene Whitlock provided an update
on ongoing branding efforts with student chapters and updat-
ing District documents. The Western District also welcomed a
new student chapter with the approval of the charter for San
Francisco State University.

Committee chairs also shared their updates: Career Guid-
ance Committee update provided by Katie Lee, Public Rela-
tions Committee Chair Giancarlo Ganddini, Student Funding
and Initiatives Committee Chair William Andrews, Technical
Committee Chair Edith Victoria, District LAC Committee Chair
Cathy Leong, Advertising Manager Ryan Zellers, Website Man-
ager Kezia Suwandhaputra, and WesternITE Managing Editor
Samantha Baidy. Each Section Representative provided up-
dates on recent and upcoming activities, including successful
technical events, vendor shows (Central Coast, Oregon, River-
side-San Bernardino and San Diego all held sold-out vendor
shows), golf tournaments, and student outreach initiatives.
Many sections are seeing some of their highest in-person at-
tendance at events since COVID.

The Board will reconvene at the 2026 Annual Meeting in Bel-
levue on June 28.

Annual Meeting Updates - June 28-July 1 - Bellevue, WA

by Jeanne Acutanza, LAC Chair

FULL REGISTRATION IS CLOSED — ONE DAY LATE REGISTRA-
TIONS REMAIN

Only one day late registrations will be available. Check out the
website for more information on how to register.

MONDAY FAMILY NIGHT

Join us for family night = e Szt
and virtual reality gam- : OW
ing at Mirra. Mirra is lo- | @it

cated just a short walk o s i s g
over a ped bridge from

the Hyatt (Mirra VR | VIS- :
ITMIRRA — Bellevue’s Im-
mersive Entertainment)
and features immersive
gam-ing for groups/
teams. Participate in fun
challenges geared for
all ages planned by your
LAC! A walking map from
the hotel to Family night
is provided here:

106th AveNE

R ONEGhSU NEGI Sty Amazon.- BIUE SHif

NEatt

= NEA4thSt

Page 2

TUESDAY AWARDS BANQUET THEME: IT’S THE 90’S!

For a region emerging from the economic decline in the 70s
and 80s — the grunge music scene, the tech boom associated
with Microsoft, Amazon and Nintendo all powered by micro-
brews and handcrafted coffees provided the perfect micro-
cosm of rugged individualism that is the PNW. Join us as we
relive the bold, eclectic, and slightly irreverent style of the
1990s that blended grunge, preppy, hip-hop, urban nerd and
rave subcultures while recognizing the best and brightest for
their contributions and achievements. Come as you are!

STUDENT & YOUNG MEMBER EVENTS

The Western District has a long history of providing exciting
young member opportunities at annual meetings. Events
such as the James H. Kell Student Design Competition, career
panels, workshops, happy hours, and more are scheduled
throughout the conference, so make sure you don’t miss any-
thing! Check out our list of young member events on the web-

Mg
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Western District Officer
Elections

The election of Western District officers will open on June 30,
2026, and close at midnight on July 31. If you are a voting
member of ITE and have a valid email address on file with ITE
Headquarters as of June 1, you should receive an email mes-
sage with instructions on how to vote electronically. If you
do not receive an email notification on July 7, please check
your spam filter or contact the District Administrator, Dalene
Whitlock at dalene.whitlock@gmail.com.

Members wishing to vote by paper ballot can request them
from Dalene via phone (707) 284-7738, email, or by regular
mail to: Dalene J. Whitlock; 227 Pheasant Drive, Healdsburg,
CA 95448. Paper ballot requests must be received no later
than July 14 and completed ballots returned to the District
Administrator no later than July 28.

All members of the District are encouraged to vote. If you
need help voting or have questions, please contact the Dis-
trict Administrator.

Candidate for International Board of
Directors:

Doug Smith, PE, RSP1

Good Day! My name is
Doug Smith and | am
honored to be a nominee
for International Director
representing WesternITE.
International Directors
are elected to a three
year term and serve as
the primary liaisons be-
tween the International
and District levels of ITE.

My four years on the Western District board went by fast.
During those four years | had the pleasure of working with
the other board members, the international staff and the
opportunity to dive into the operation, finances and work-
ing committees of the district. It has been a great experience
and | look forward to continuing my ITE journey.

| believe my experience as a board member of the Western
District and involvement in ITE activities including the 2022
Palm Springs LAC has prepared me for this role at the inter-
national level of ITE. While | have learned a great deal about
the challenges of leading the District, it has also served to
reinforce what | believe the vision of this District should be.

www.westernite.org
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You can read more about my credentials on LinkedIn but |
want to remind you of what my vision and goals were for my
tenure on the board and will continue to be at the interna-
tional level.

VISION

Over the last few years, | have seen the challenges we face
and | have been reminded that ITE remains the premier pro-
fessional organization providing information and technical
content to transportation professionals. As we emerge into

a new era for ITE with updated branding and an improved
vision, we need to continue to find ways to connect with our
membership and provide them with the mentoring, technical
and professional support required to be leaders.

My goals for the three years as an international director
include:

ENGAGEMENT: Develop plans and programs that will in-
crease engagement and involvement of all sections and
chapters within the Western District;

INNOVATION: Improve and increase the meetings and webi-
nars available to our members to provide continuing educa-
tion programs. We will continue to provide high quality and
innovative meetings and conferences;

TECHNICAL EXCELLENCE: Provide technical content and tech
nology sharing so that our members are the most capable
in the industry. We must continue to attract and engage our
young members and be leaders in the area of safety;

COLLABORATION/MENTORING: Focus on improving our
programs and providing young ITE members with mentoring
to show them the benefits of ITE and the value they have to
our industry.

| would appreciate receiving your vote for international di-
rector in the upcoming election.

Candidate for International Board of
Directors:

Pat Marnell, PE

Thank you for taking the
time to learn more about
me and my candidacy
for ITE International
Director. It has been an
honor to serve on the ITE
Western District Board
over the past several
years, and | hope you will
allow me to serve three
more as your Interna-
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tional Director.

While | know many of you personally, there are many of you
| have not yet met. | hope my president’s messages in last
year’s WesternlITE and E-News gave you a sense of who | am
and what | care about. If you see me at an ITE meeting, or
even walking down the street, please flag me down. | would
enjoy the chance to connect in person.

In my day job, I’'m Q-Free’s Vice President of Product Man-
agement. In that role, | work closely with a talented team of
software developers to build innovative traffic signal and ITS
software. | don’t write code — trust me, that would be a di-
saster. Instead, | leverage my experience as a transportation
engineer to guide our development teams in building tools
that meet the needs of engineers, planners, and technicians.

My involvement with ITE spans more than 20 years, begin-
ning with the Oregon State University Student Chapter.
Today, in addition to being your 2026 ITE Western District
Past President, | am also Co-Chair of the ITE Private Sector
Council which was created in 2025 through the merger of the
prior Consulting Council and Industry Council.

I’'m also deeply engaged in industry standards development,
including ATC and NTCIP. These standards are joint products
of ITE, AASHTO, and NEMA, with ITE playing a major role in
project delivery. As our industry moves to address a sever
lack of cyber security in our critical infrastructure, there is

a lot of work to do both on the actual standards and on the
processes we use to develop the standards.

My goals as International Director are:

1. First and foremost, to represent the whole of the Western
District in ITE Business

2. Second, to promote greater Industry Engagement with ITE

3. Third, to improve the processes and governance used in
our Standards Development

In running for International Director, I’'m not looking for a
victory lap. | am raising my hand to do the hard work neces-
sary to keep ITE at the forefront of technical excellence in
transportation.

Thank you for your support!

https://marnellp.wixsite.com/voteforpat
https://www.linkedin.com/in/patrick-marnell/
#PATAITE
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Candidate for President:
Cameron Shew, PE, TE

It has been a privilege to
serve on the Western Dis-
trict Board for the last two
years, and | am honored
to accept the nomination
for President. | am proud
of the work that our Board
has accomplished, includ-
ing strengthening financial
support and resources to
our local Sections, working through ITE’s brand evolution
initiative, welcoming new student chapters and committee
chairs, and updating our election procedures to enhance
member engagement. Looking ahead, one focus area for

me will be working with our Student Funding and Initiatives
Committee to implement the recently-updated strategic
plan. This includes an expanded awards/grants program, de-
veloping a chapter support program, and long range financial
planning for the endowment to ensure sustainable invest-
ment in our future leaders. | remain committed to delivering
value for our members and industry partners, and welcome
your ideas and input.

Candidate for Vice President:
Tony Henderson, PE, PTOE

| am honored to be
serving as your 2026

ITE Western District
Secretary—Treasurer
and would be grate-

ful for your vote in the
upcoming election for
Vice President. My long-
standing involvement
with ITE, combined with
my professional experience in transportation safety, plan-
ning, and operations, has prepared me well for this next
step.

If elected, my priorities will continue to be:

eSustaining and expanding ITE Western District’s offerings.
| will continue supporting ITE as the organization of choice
for transportation professionals by promoting high-quality,
cost-effective, and sustainable programs and resources.

eChampioning transportation safety. Safety is at the core of
our profession, and much of my career has focused on tran-
sit and roadway safety. | am proud of ITE's commitment to

safety through the ITE Safety Roadmap and Action Plan and

www.westernite.org
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will continue advocating for safety across all modes.

As a bit of background about me, | have been engaged with
ITE since my student days at Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo, and
have remained active throughout my career with the San
Francisco Bay Area Section, including serving at all levels of
Section leadership and as Section Administrator.

Professionally, | lead the Safety, Planning, and Operations
team in the Transit Engineering Section at the San Francisco
Municipal Transportation Agency (SFMTA). My work inte-
grates engineering, operations, and safety. Additionally, | am
serving on a special assignment as the SFMTA’s Major Special
Events & Policy Lead, leading planning and operations for
events such as the NFL Super Bowl, APEC Leaders’ Meet-

ing, and the 2025 NBA All-Star events. | was honored to be
recognized as a Mass Transit Magazine 40 Under 40 awardee
in 2023.

| would be honored to receive your vote and look forward to
continuing to serve the Western District.

Candidate for Secretary-Tresurer:
Jason Spencer

| have worked in the ITS
industry for 10 years and have
been active in the ITE Oregon
Section for the past four
years.

| am running for Secretary-
Treasurer because | want to
have a larger impact on ITE as
a whole. | also want to better
understand how the organi-
zation works and how we can reach more future engineers
and transportation professionals. That matters if we want to
make our roads safer and more efficient.

| have served in multiple roles on the ITE Oregon Section
board, including Secretary, Vice President, President, and
Past President. In each of these roles, | handled budgets
and financial tracking. | have also managed budgets in my
professional roles, both in project work and within company
operations.

If elected, | want to focus on a few key areas:
eimproving outreach to grow membership

eincreasing engagement with students and future profes-
sionals

estrengthening alignment with sponsors and industry part-
ners

| believe these are areas where we can make real progress.

| work best in a team setting with clear goals and strong com-

www.westernite.org
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munication. | value being direct, responsive, and organized. |
believe everyone should understand their role and how they
contribute.

| also bring a different perspective. | am not an engineer,
and | do not work for a public agency. | represent a part of
ITE that is not always at the center. That gives me a different
view on how we grow, how we engage, and how we move
forward.

If you are looking for someone with hands-on experience, a
clear approach, and a different perspective, | would appreci-
ate your support.

Candidate for Secretary-Treasurer:
Will Farley, PE

I am honored to be consid-
ered for Secretary-Treasurer
of the Western District of ITE.
ITE has been an important
part of my education and
career growth for 20 years
and I’'m excited that | have the
opportunity to further con-
tribute to the Western District
and ITE International.

I've been an active member of ITE since starting with the
Portland State University Student Chapter when | was work-
ing on my bachelor’s degree almost 20 years ago. | became

a part of the Oregon Section of ITE shortly after graduating
and have been the Oregon Section’s Traffic Bowl Chair for
the last 10 years. | credit ITE with developing my knowledge
as a transportation engineer as I've transitioned from school,
to my first job with a small engineering firm, and later to my
current job as Assistant City Engineer at City of Lake Oswego,
Oregon.

ITE is a wonderful community of professionals that strive to
support each other. The community is a major reason why
I've continued to be an active member in the Oregon sec-
tion, working each year to organize the Traffic Bowl event for
students from throughout the District to meet with profes-
sionals in the field and have fun while doing so. The com-
munity is also why I’'ve thrown my name in the hat for the
officer position with Western District — | believe continuing
to grow this wonderful community through communication
and transparency will keep ITE one of the best professional
organizations for the transportation fields of engineering and
planning.

| understand the level of commitment required to serve as
an executive in the Western District and I’'m happy to volun-
teer. If elected, | will approach this role with a genuine desire
to give back to the organization that supports our shared
Page 5
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growth as a community.
Thank you for your time,
Will Farley, PE

2026 Student Leadership
Summit

by William Andrews, SFIC Chair

Cal Transpo @ UC Berkeley hosts the 14th Annual Student
Leadership Summit

Cal Transpo at UC Berkeley is honored to be hosting the 14th
Annual Student Leadership Summit! This three-day confer-
ence will offer students opportunities to develop technical
skills, enhance career readiness, and expand their networks
within the ITE community.

We're excited to highlight the Bay Area’s innovative trans-
portation systems and vibrant professional community. The
region is served by nearly 30 transit agencies including BART,
Caltrain, and regional ferries, and is home to major transpor-
tation hubs like the Port of Oakland and three international
airports. It also collaborates with leading transportation
research centers such as the Richmond Field Station and
SafeTREC, ultimately creating a uniquely connected experi-
ence for the region.

Cal Transpo is UC Berkeley’s ITE Chapter, comprised of trans-
portation enthusiasts eager to learn more and start careers
in transportation fields. We have grown to 70 active mem-
bers, reflecting our commitment to providing a wide range
of transportation-related programming, of which we are so
excited to expand to a broader audience.

For sponsorship opportunities or questions, please email
SIs2027 @transpo.berkeley.edu. To learn more about our
club, visit https://transpo.studentorg.berkeley.edu/. There
will be many more communications to come, so stay tuned
and we cannot wait to hear from you!

Sincerely,

Cal Transpo

Committee Updates
District LAC

by Cathy Leong, Committee Chair

The District LAC Committee continues to assist the local LACs
for upcoming annual meetings with advance meeting plan-
ning. The committee continues to support the LAC for the
upcoming 2026 Annual Meeting in Bellevue, WA from June
28 - July 1, 2026. In addition, coordination is ongoing with
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the Mountain District for our joint meeting in Reno, NV. The
2027 Joint Annual Meeting will be held at the Silver Legacy
Resort from June 13-16, 2027.

Career Guidance

by Henry Hammel, Committee Chair

We are excited to introduce our newly redesigned MiteY
Mentorship Program! This updated mentee-driven model
gives you the freedom to browse our diverse mentor list at
your own pace. Explore mentors’ areas of expertise and in-
terests, then reach out directly to those who align with your
goals. Whether you are seeking career guidance, technical
insight, or support as you navigate the transportation field,
our mentors are ready to share their experience and help
you thrive. Start exploring the mentor list here and reach out
when you’re ready to begin the conversation!

Section Updates

Alaska Section
by Mohamed L. Niagne, President

| want to express my sincere gratitude to the ITE Commu-
nity. The collaboration among our diverse professionals to
improve transportation systems and infrastructure is truly
inspiring.

I’'m incredibly thankful for the opportunity to be part of this
journey, and I’'m eager to keep learning and contributing
alongside all of you (SME). Teamwork truly makes the dream
work!

Hawaii Section
by Michelle Lindsey, P.E., Section Representative

The Hawaii Section began the year with an in-person Parking
Management development workshop that was offered by
Todd Litman, Executive Director of Victoria Transport Policy
Institute. The workshop highlighted understanding parking
management concepts, considering the full range of possible
parking management strategies, developing an integrated
management program for a particular situation, and analyz-
ing potential costs, benefits and savings.

In February, the County of Maui Office of Recovery present-
ed on the ongoing Lahaina Recovery Efforts that included the
Lahaina Long-Term Recovery Plan, the Rebuilding Lahaina
Plan, Streets and Mobility Plan as well as Front Street Im-
provements.

In April, members were offered the opportunity for a Tech-
nical Tour of the H-3 Tunnel on Oahu. Highlights included
seeing the communications room, getting a tour of the

www.westernite.org
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maintenance tunnels that were overhead and adjacent to
the travelway.

The 2026 Section Officers are Michelle Lindsey (Past Presi-
dent), Joel Thomas (President), Joshua Ramelb (Vice-Presi-
dent), and Jeffrey Ding (Secretary-Treasurer).

Northern California Section
by Nick Silva, President

Monthly Speaker Meetings:

- February: Dan Ojeda (Swarco) — The Ins and Outs of the ATC
Cabinet

- April: Ayberk Kocatepe (Kimley-Horn) — AEGIS: Adaptive
Evacuation & Geographic Intelligence System

Events:
March - 52nd Annual Lodi Vendor Night
Student Chapters:

Sponsorships ($150.00) was awarded to 8 students from
CSUS and UC Davis. This is to be applied to the upcoming
Western ITE show in Bellevue.

ITE Central CA Chapter Update:

Since becoming an official Chapter under the ITE NorCal Sec-
tion, the ITE Central CA Chapter hosted its first hybrid techni-
cal lunch meeting in March with over 20 participants. We
were also grateful to have Cameron Shew join us in person.
Our next technical meeting is scheduled for May 13th and
will cover a planning topic, with approximately 20 attendees
expected.

www.westernite.org
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Oregon Section

by Jason Spencer, Section Representative

The past six months have been an action-packed and exciting
period for the Oregon ITE Section, with strong member en-
gagement across a variety of technical, professional develop-
ment, and networking events. From student-focused compe-
titions to collaborative discussions with agency partners, the
Section has continued to provide meaningful opportunities
for members throughout the state to connect, learn, and
share best practices.

34th Annual Bill Kloos Traffic Bowl (November 20, 2025):

The Oregon ITE Section hosted the 34th Annual Bill Kloos
Traffic Bowl at the DoubleTree Hotel in Portland, drawing ap-
proximately 150 attendees, including nearly 40 students. The
event featured record-breaking participation, highlighted by
a new competing team from Gonzaga University. In a com-
petitive and engaging tournament, Oregon State University
emerged as the winner. The Traffic Bowl continues to be a
cornerstone student-focused event, fostering engagement,
friendly competition, and professional connections between
students and industry members.

Annual Oregon ITE Winter Workshop (February 26, 2026):

Held at Oregon State University’s Portland campus, the an-
nual Winter Workshop brought together approximately 70
professionals from across the state for a day of technical pre-
sentations and networking. Speakers from state, county, and
city agencies, along with private consultants, covered a range
of topics including safety and mobility, interagency collabo-
ration, and data collection. A notable session featured DKS
and PBOT discussing successful approaches to interagency
coordination. The workshop provided valuable professional
development opportunities and strengthened connections
across the transportation community.

Joint OTCDC and Oregon ITE Meeting (April 17, 2026):

The Oregon ITE Section partnered with the Oregon Traffic
Control Devices Committee (OTCDC) to host a joint meeting
at the ODOT Region 1 office. The event welcomed approxi-
mately 20 attendees, including transportation professionals

from across the state. Presentations covered roundabouts on
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Oregon state highways, the City of Beaverton’s traffic calming
efforts, and the Project of the Year: Olney Avenue Improve-
ments Project. The meeting provided a valuable forum for
collaboration and knowledge sharing among agencies and
industry professionals statewide.

San Diego Section
by Andrea Look, President

January
Volunteer Chair Happy Hour (January 23,2026)

ITE San Diego kicked off the new year with an Officer and
Volunteer Appreciation Event held at NOVO Brewing. The
event recognized the contributions of current leaders and
volunteers while also serving as an opportunity to engage
members and encourage participation in section activities.

Attendees were invited to bring their families, creating a
welcoming and social environment to connect with fellow
members. The event also helped generate interest in volun-
teer opportunities and recruit members to fill vacant officer
positions for the upcoming year. Additionally, section leader-
ship shared plans and goals for the year ahead, setting the
stage for an active and collaborative program year.

February
Past Presidents Meeting (February 9, 2026)

ITE San Diego hosted a virtual meeting with past presidents
to provide an overview of the section’s plans and goals for
the upcoming year. The session included an open discussion,
allowing participants to share feedback, insights, and ideas
to help inform and enhance the section’s initiatives moving
forward.

SDCEC E-Week Banquet (February 20,2026)

ITE San Diego served as a sponsor for this year’s San Diego
County Engineering Council (SDCEC) Engineer Week event.
As part of the program, Michael Greer represented the
section at the “Ask an Engineer” table prior to the banquet,
where he engaged with students and answered questions
about careers in engineering.

The SDSU student chapter also participated in the event,
providing members with valuable opportunities to connect
with industry professionals and network with fellow students
interested in engineering.

February Luncheon (February 27, 2026)

The February Luncheon was held at the City of Escondido
and featured a presentation on the Grand Avenue Vision
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Plan, developed by the City of Escondido in collaboration
with Kimley-Horn. The project was recognized as the 2025
ITE San Diego Project of the Year.

The SDSU student chapter was also invited to present on
their recent participation in the Student Leadership Sum-
mit hosted by UC Irvine. Following the luncheon, attendees
participated in a walking technical tour of the Grand Avenue
project, providing an opportunity to experience the improve-
ments and design elements firsthand.

March
March Joint RSB, SoCal, SD Meeting (March 18, 2026)

The annual Joint Riverside San Bernardino, Southern Cali-
fornia, and San Diego Sections Luncheon was held at Plaza
De Magdalena in San Juan Capistrano. This year’s program
featured the Adams Avenue and Pinecreek Drive Intersection
Multimodal Improvements Project.

The event provided an opportunity for professionals from

all three sections to network and reconnect as part of this
long-standing tradition. Each section shared updates on their
recent activities and initiatives. Additionally, Doug Smith and
Pat Marnell were in attendance to announce their candidacy
for the ITE Western District International Director position.

April

SDSU Speed Interview and Resume Workshop (April 9,
2026)

ITE San Diego members participated in a student chapter
networking event at San Diego State University, serving as in-
terviewers and providing feedback on students’ responses to
mock interview questions as well as their resumes. The event
was held on campus in the Council of Chambers conference
room.

www.westernite.org
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A professional photographer was also available to provide
complimentary headshots for all participants. This marked
the first time the student chapter hosted the event, which
saw strong engagement with approximately 30 students and
10 professionals in attendance, representing various engi-
neering student organizations.

WTS Joint Lunch Meeting (April 15, 2026)

ITE San Diego once again partnered with WTS San Diego to
host its annual joint event at the University Club atop Sym-
phony Towers in Downtown San Diego. This year’s program,
“The Future of Managed Lanes and Toll Systems in San
Diego,” featured presentations by Allan Kosup, Caltrans Chief
Deputy for Capital Programs, and Antoinette Meier, SANDAG
Senior Director of Regional Planning.

The event reached full capacity with 100 attendees and gen-
erated additional interest, resulting in a waitlist. The strong
turnout highlighted the continued demand for discussion on
innovative transportation strategies and regional infrastruc-
ture planning.

Creek to Bay Clean Up ( April 25, 2026)

In celebration of Earth Week, ITE San Diego participated in

a community cleanup event hosted by | Love A Clean San
Diego. Volunteers gathered at the Belmont Park location,
where they collected and sorted litter throughout the area.
The event provided a meaningful opportunity for members
to give back to the community while supporting environmen-
tal stewardship initiatives.

May

APA,APBP, ITE Joint Bike Ride (May 2, 2026)

ITE San Diego hosted its first Joint Technical Tour in collabo-
ration with the American Planning Association (APA) and the
Association of Pedestrian and Bicycle Professionals (APBP).
The event aimed to kick off Bike Month with a group ride
while fostering connections among local planners, urban

www.westernite.org
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The 8.2-mile ride highlighted key infrastructure improve-
ments, including the Pershing Bikeway Project, which re-
ceived the 2024 ITE Project of the Year award. Along the
route, lan Hembree (SANDAG) and Chris Carterette, Advo-
cacy and Community Manager at SANDAG, provided brief in-
formational presentations, offering insights into the project’s
development and impact at various stops.

SDSU Senior Design Day ( May 6, 2026)

The San Diego Section participated in SDSU’s Senior Design
Day by providing feedback and evaluations on student cap-
stone projects. In addition to scoring the presentations, the
section selected an overall top team.

Although the selected project, a pedestrian bridge, had lim-
ited traffic engineering components, Atlas Engineering was
chosen as the overall winner. Vincent Hoang, in particular,
stood out for his strong understanding of traffic engineering
principles and his ability to effectively communicate related
concepts.

May Luncheon ( May 14, 2026)

The May Luncheon was held at the City of El Cajon and fea-
tured a facilitated discussion led by Amir Sadeghi of Fehr and
Peers. The session focused on the growing impact of artificial
intelligence (Al) in the transportation field and the role prac-
titioners can play in shaping key considerations surrounding
its use.

Following a brief introduction by Amir, attendees were
divided into four breakout groups, each guided by Fehr and
Peers staff. These groups engaged in discussions on current
concerns, opportunities, and the future application of Al in
transportation. Feedback gathered during these sessions will
contribute to the development of ITE guidelines on the use
of Al within the transportation industry.
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Thank you to our Sponsors!

LLG,

iteris

@-Trans

©®ibson

transportation consulting, inc.

WILSON OKAMOTO
CORPORATION
INNOVATORS - PLANNERS - ENGINEERS

( Positions Available )

ooking for a new position? There are current job postings available on our website
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President

Josh McNeill, PE, TE
Iteris
JMcNeill@iteris.com

Vice President

Cameron Shew, P.E., T.E.
Sacramento County DOT
camshew@gmail.com

Secretary-Treasurer

Tony Henderson, P.E., PTOE
SFMTA
tony.henderson@sfmta.com

Past President

Pat Marnell, P.E.

Q-Free
patrick.marnell@qg-free.com

District International Director
Kimberly Leung, P.E., T.E.

SF Municipal Transportation Agency
kimberly.leung@sfmta.com

District International Director
Peter Koonce P.E.

City of Portland
peter.koonce@gmail.com

District Administrator
Dalene J. Whitlock, P.E., PTOE
W-Trans
dwhitlock@w-trans.com

Committee Chairs

Career Guidance Chair
Henry Hammel
Metropolitan Transportation Commission

hhammel@bayareametro.gov

District LAC Chair
Cathy Leong, PE
Wilson Okamoto Corportation

cleong@wilsonokamoto.com

Public Relations Chair
Giancarlo Ganddini, T.E., PTP
Ganddini Group, Inc.

giancarlo@ganddini.com

Student Funding and Initiatives Chair
William Andrews
SFMTA

williamandrews038 @gmail.com

Technical Committee Chair
Edith Lopez Victoria
WSP

Edith.LopezVictoria@wsp.com

Website Manager
Cadell Chand
Washington County

cadell_chand@washingtoncountyor.gov

Advertising Manager
Ryan Zellers, P.E., T.E.
ZONE Traffic Enagineering Consulting

ryan@zonetraf‘ﬁceng.com

Managing Editor
Samantha Baidy
CR Associates

sbaidy@cramobility.com

WesternITE newsletter is the official publication of ITE Western District. Its purpose is to share information on transportation topics between members and to communicate
to members the activities of the Western District. Articles relating to these purposes are always welcomed and may be sent to the editor. The opinions, findings, techniques,
and specific equipment cited by individual authors of WesternITE newsletter articles do not constitute the endorsement of same by WesternITE. Reprint of any newsletter
material (except if copyrighted) for the purpose of sharing technical information is permissible given that proper reference and the above paragraph accompany the reprint.
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