President’s Message

By Carlos Ortiz, P.E., T.E., PTOE, ITE Western District President
Since June, I have traveled to various conferences throughout the
United States. Our ITE Western District Annual Meeting in Rapid
City, South Dakota had a great turnout and was well represented by
members/professionals from the Western District and Mid-Western
District. I was amazed to see
how many of us traveled to a beautiful state to meet
old friends and new friends, and enjoyed great technical sessions and social activities. It was a pleasure to
visit Mt. Rushmore. Thank you to the Local Arrangements Committee for a job well done!
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In July, I attended the Automated Vehicles Symposium in San Francisco, California. This summit was
sponsored by Transportation Research Board and
Association for Unmanned Vehicle Systems InternaWestern District Elected Board
tional. This summit was one of the best conferences
that I attended in my career. It provided some great
presentations on autonomous/automated/connected vehicles. This conference was well attended by over 550 professionals throughout the world. I got a chance to meet professionals
from automakers, technology and engineering industries, and public agencies and academia.
In July, I also attended the International, Bridge, Tunnel and Turnpike Association Summit
on All Electronic Tolling, Managed lanes, and Interoperability in San Diego, California.
(continued on page 2)
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Go Green!

The Western District is giving you the
opportunity to go green by opting out of
receiving printed materials. All information
from the District including newsletters,
e-news, and elections would be sent to you
via e-mail. If you would like to receive only
electronic correspondence from the District,
please contact WesternITE editor Joey
Paskey at joey.paskey@atkinsglobal.com.

Annual Meeting Best Paper

Smart Transportation Planning Opens the Door
to Value-Driven Recommendations
By Yuri Mereszczak, P.E. (Kittelson & Associates, Inc.) and Andrew Cibor, P.E., PTOE (Ada
County Highway District)
The District’s Annual Meeting Best Paper Award is one of the most prestigious presented
each year. The award-winning paper is presented here:

Implementation of the Smart Transportation Planning Process
Ada County Highway District (ACHD) and the City of Eagle partnered to employ the
process and principles of Smart Transportation Planning, which fosters an effective means
of collaboration founded upon a process in which a multi-disciplinary team considers a wide
range of context-sensitive solutions and works closely with the community to determine the
best transportation solutions (Reference 1).
An 11-person Project Management Team (PMT) comprised of staff representatives from
ACHD and the City of Eagle served to evaluate alternatives and make recommendations to
the elected officials of the City of Eagle and ACHD. The PMT worked closely with a 17-person Stakeholder Committee (SC), comprised of local citizens, agency representatives, and
local officials, to understand the political, social, financial, and physical “landscapes” within
the community and gather feedback on alternatives. The PMT and the SC served to implement the principles of Smart Transportation Planning on this project, balancing competing
interests and needs against various options for improvement. The foundation of this balance
was a commitment to the process, which was strengthened and supported by past visions for
the area (e.g., Downtown Eagle Plan) and an open, honest, and transparent decision-making
public involvement process.
Benefits were realized, most notably through the extensive and continuous feedback received
throughout the course of the project. In total, well over 100 different people provided input
to guide the recommendations of the project. The project recommendations were informed
by both the implementation of Smart Transportation Planning and the stakeholder and
(continued on page 4)
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Save the Date for the 2015 Annual Meeting in Fabulous Las
Vegas, NV!

The Las Vegas Local Arrangements Committee is currently accepting abstracts for the 2015 Western District ITE Annual Meeting to be held July
19-22, 2015 at Planet Hollywood Resort in Las Vegas, Nevada. Presenting at the Western District Annual Meeting is a great opportunity to share
your knowledge and expertise with your peers. The abstract submittal deadline is February 19, 2015. If you are interesting in exhibiting and/or
sponsoring for the 2015 Western District Annual Meeting, please contact Alyssa Reynolds, Exhibit/Vendor Coordinator, at reynoldsa@cityofnorthlasvegas.com or (702) 633-1224.

President’s Message (continued from page 1)
Cyber security of our ITS/Toll infrastructures was a major topic. We
had a computer hacker as a speaker. Over 500 professionals attended
this conference.
In early August, I was invited to present at the Intelligent Transportation Society Pennsylvania Annual Conference in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania on a major high-level ITS project that I’m working for the
California Department of Transportation (Caltrans).
In mid-August, I attended the ITE International Conference is Seattle,
Washington. ITE and the LAC did a great job hosting another well
attended conference. Unofficially, I’ve heard that we had over 1,000
attendees. We had sessions on roundabouts, bicycle facilities and
operations, connected/autonomous vehicles, and Active Traffic Management. I was invited to attend the Elected Leadership Forum. We

discussed key ITE topics including
upcoming changes to students,
young professionals, and public
agencies registration fees. In addition, ITE is planning to update
their website.
In September, I attended the ITS
World Congress in Detroit, Michigan. Over 10,000 professionals
Innovations at the ITS World
from all over the world attended
Congress
this conference. There were over
100 exhibitors, 200 sessions, and 30 live connected vehicle/automated
vehicle/self-parking vehicle demonstrations. This is the show where
new technologies are displayed and major announcements are present(continued on page 3)
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President’s Message (continued from page 2)
ed by keynote speakers. Ms. Mary
Barra, General Motors CEO,
indicated that General Motors
will debut a 2017 Cadillac CTS
with standard technology capable
of talking to other vehicles and
roadway infrastructure. GM also
will roll out advanced driverassist technology that will allow a
vehicle to drive itself on highways
at full speed or in stop-and-go
traffic; the feature called Super
Cruise will debut on a different
2017 Cadillac. Another major
announcement was provided
by the Michigan Department
of Transportation, who will be
partnering with GM, Ford Motor Co., and the University of
Michigan Mobility Transformation Center consortium to add
vehicle-to-infrastructure (V2I)
communication to more than
120 miles. It’s expected to be
the largest deployment of V2I
technology in the United States
when fully completed. Now I’m
getting ready to attend the ITS
California Annual Conference in
Santa Clara, California (October
14 – 16) where Dr. Chris Urmson,
Google’s Director, Self-Driving
Cars accepted my personal invitation to present on their Autonomous Vehicle Program.

Overall, it is great to see that
many of our colleagues from the
private industry, public agencies,
and academia are attending conferences. I was impressed by the
large number of attendees at each
conference. It provided me an opportunity to meet new friends and
potential new clients; and to learn
about many great projects and
emerging technologies.
Attending conferences, monthly
lunch meetings and seminars can
provide us with the latest information that will help us make better
decisions in our careers. I hope
that our members start planning
ahead to attend monthly Section/
Chapter meetings, Student Chapter meetings, our upcoming 2015
ITE Western District Annual
Meeting in Las Vegas (July 19 –
22), the 2015 ITE International
Annual Meeting and Exhibit in
Hollywood, Florida (August 2
– 5), and ITE Technical Conference in Tucson, Arizona (October
28 – 31). As your elected Western
District President, I’m already
planning to attend some Section/
Chapter meetings throughout the
Western District. Hope to see you
at these meetings!

Call for Candidates

The Western District Board is seeking nominations
of qualified candidates for Secretary-Treasurer
and International Director to run in the July 2015
election. Secretary-Treasurer nominations will be
accepted for individuals residing outside of California, while International Director nominations
are sought for individuals residing in California.
Anyone who would like to submit a nominee for
consideration, or who would like more information
about the election process, should contact Western
District Past President Karen Aspelin at (719) 6614127 or kaspelin@parametrix.com. Nominations
will be accepted until December 1, 2014.
We are also requesting nominations for Individual
and Lifetime Achievement Awards. Award information is available at www.westernite.org. If you
plan on recommending someone for either award,
please fill out the nomination form as completely
as possible. Nominations for the Individual and
Lifetime Achievement Awards are due November
1, 2014.

Student Leadership Summit
We are pleased to announce that
the ITE Student Chapter at Sacramento State has been selected to
host the 2nd Annual ITE Student
Leadership Summit (ITE SLS).

As an organization, ITE is committed to promoting the advancement of transportation and traffic engineering by connecting the
student organization with professionals in these fields. At the ITE SLS,
student members will be provided numerous opportunities to enhance
professional skills and knowledge, network with transportation professionals, and gain valuable leadership experience. This conference will
be held on Friday, February 13th - Sunday, February 15th, 2015 at
the Sacramento State University campus.
To make this event a great success, we need your help! We anticipate
over 150 ITE members including students and professionals from
multiple states within the Western District. Our Planning Committee
has been working hard over the last few months to develop a schedule
of activities for the conference.
The 2015 ITE SLS will continue to provide students with skills and
resources desired in future careers in transportation. Currently, we
have set a preliminary budget of $30,000 to cover all conference costs
including, but not limited to, Summit materials, meals, and venue
fees. We anticipate a much larger audience this year at the 2015 ITE
SLS and hope to accommodate all attendees as hospitably as possible.
We ask that you please consider sponsoring this important event.
Additional sponsorship information is on page 18. Should you have
any questions at all, please contact us via e-mail at 2015itesls@gmail.
com. You may also visit our website for additional information: www.
sacstateite.com.
Reaa Ali & Spencer Ord
Co-Chairs, 2015 ITE Student Leadership Summit

Obituary – John Logan
Longtime Western District member John Joseph
Logan passed peacefully, Saturday, September 6,
2014, with his family at his bedside.

He was born in Seattle on January 10, 1942 to
Edward and Georgette Logan. John is survived
by his wife Barbara G. Logan, sister–in-law Joyce
(brother Edward Jr. RIP), brother Frank D. (Jackie), son John Joseph Logan, Jr. (Linda), Katherine
B. Logan, Scott J. Stidell and Kimberley K. Stidell
(Michael). He is also survived by 4 grandchildren,
3 great-grandchildren, 5 nieces and nephews, and extended family that he loved dearly.
John was a Road and Traffic Engineer for King County for 30 years, retiring in 1992. He
then opened his own consulting business as an expert witness, instructor and engineering consultant and served on several national civil engineering boards and committees.
He was a member of the Knights of Columbus for over 50 years and Past Grand Knight
KofC - Council 676. In his semi-retirement he owned and raced horses for the last 10
years at Emerald Downs with his partner in crime Dino.
With a sunny disposition and a zest for life, a brilliant smile and those bright blue Irish
eyes, he always rooted for the underdog. Two of his favorite sayings were “You would
know that if you read the newspaper!” and “Silence is golden!”
www.westernite.org
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Annual Meeting Best Paper (continued from page 1)
Expanded Signal Alternative

public feedback. Evidence of
this is demonstrated through the
fact the PMT and SC were able
to develop solutions beyond the
Eagle Road/State Street intersection itself.
The context of the Eagle/State
Intersection Concept Study was
initially described through the
various components of the Smart
Transportation Planning Ideal
as outlined in the graphic. Each
component’s relevance to the
project context is summarized
below.
• Financial
o One of the primary needs of this study was to establish transportation priorities within downtown Eagle to work toward
programming and funding improvement projects.
• Community
o From the Downtown Eagle Plan, the community desired
solutions promoting a mix of land uses, walkability, and active
streets.
• Land Use
o

Many of the properties in the vicinity of the Eagle Road/State
Street intersection are vacant or underdeveloped and have yet
to realize the full potential of the land use vision for downtown
Eagle.

o

Future land use plans for significant development to the north
of downtown will create increasing demand on the downtown
transportation system.

Roundabout Alternative

• Transportation
o

The aspects of mobility, safety, and access at and within the
vicinity of the Eagle/State intersection must each be addressed
and prioritized.

• Environment
o

The desire for a welcoming, pedestrian- and bicycle-friendly
downtown competes directly with providing mobility on Eagle
Road and State Street.

Source: Smart Transportation Planning Guidebook (Reference 1)

Intersection Alternatives
Intersection evaluation criteria were established through the ideal of
the Smart Transportation Planning process early on in the project in
collaboration with the PMT and SC. Members of the PMT and SC
ranked the importance of the evaluation criteria from one to six as
follows: 1) Safety, 2) Physical Impacts, 3) Land Use Compatibility, 4)
Traffic Operations, 5) Non-Motorized Travel, and 6) Implementation.
The ranking of the criteria helped frame decisions moving forward and
distinguish those alternatives with better assessments under the higher
priority criteria.
Five intersection alternatives were developed at a sketch-level and
evaluated in conjunction with input from the citizens of Eagle, the
SC, the PMT, Eagle City Council, and the ACHD Commission. The
alternatives included the No-Build Alternative (not illustrated) and the
following:
(continued on page 5)
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Annual Meeting Best Paper (continued from page 4)
Quadrant Alternative

Each alternative was assessed qualitatively relative to the six intersection evaluation criteria on a “good,” “fair,” or “poor” basis, as summarized in Table 1. A preliminary cost estimate, also shown in Table 1,
was developed for each alternative.
Table 1: Intersection Alternatives Evaluation Summary
!

!

Evaluation Criteria

No-Build

!

Land Use
Compatibility
Traffic Operations
Safety
Non-Motorized Travel
Physical Impacts
Implementation
Cost Estimates

!

Fair
Poor
Fair
Fair
Good
Good

!

Expanded
Signal

!

Fair
Fair
Fair
Fair
Fair
Fair

N/A

!

Quadrant
Good
Fair
Fair
Fair
Good
Fair

$3.5M - $4.6M

!

Fair
Good
Good
Fair
Fair
Poor

$2.9M - $3.8M

One-Way
Couplet

Roundabout

!

$3.6M - $4.6M

Good
Fair
Good
Good
Poor
Poor

$5.8M - $7.6M

!

The following were identified when comparing the evaluation of intersection alternatives:
• Land Use Compatibility - The quadrant and one-way couplet best
support the land use vision for downtown Eagle.

One-Way Couplet Alternative

• Traffic Operations - All four build alternatives improve traffic operations compared to the no- build alternative. The roundabout results
in the best overall traffic operations for the intersection and minimizes vehicle spill back to other nearby intersections.
• Safety - The roundabout and one-way couplet are expected to provide the best overall safety performance of the five alternatives.
• Non-Motorized Travel - The one-way couplet is projected to provide
the best environment for pedestrian and bicycle travel.
• Physical Impacts - The no-build and quadrant alternative have the
least significant physical impacts.
• Implementation - Of the four build alternatives, the expanded signal
and quadrant are expected to be the easiest to implement and construct.

Public Feedback on Intersection Alternatives
Public feedback played a significant role in the project, guiding the
development and refinement of alternatives. At a property owner and
tenant meeting and public open house, the general public and stakeholders were asked to rank alternatives for the Eagle Road/State Street
intersection in order of most preferred (rank of 1) to least preferred
(rank of 5) and provide comments towards their rankings. The rankings
were used to calculate a weighted average rank, with the lowest average
being the most supported alternative. Table 2 provides a summary of all
of the rankings received from the general public.
Table 2: Summary of the General Public’s Alternatives Ranking
!

Alternative

!

Ranking of Alternative

Number of
Rankings

#1

#2

#3

#4

#5

One-Way Couplet
Roundabout

20
17

9
7

7
3

7
13

9
10

52
50

Expanded Signal

8

13

6

14

4

45

No-Build

21

6

5

1

23

56

Quadrant

2

10

19

6

6

43

!

Weighted
Average Rank

Rank

2.5
2.8
2.8
3.0
3.1

1
2
2
4
5

As shown in Table 2, the weighted average rank of all the alternatives
was very close, with the difference between the most preferred alternative and the least preferred alternative being only 0.6 to 3.1. Following
the general public meetings, the SC was asked to rank the intersection
alternatives in the same manner as the general public. Table 3 provides
a summary of the SC rankings.

(continued on page 9)
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2014 Annual Board Meeting Highlights
By Cathy Leong, P.E., ITE Western District Vice President
On June 29, 2014, Western District Board members, committee
chairs, section leaders and guests
met at the Holiday Inn Rapid
City-Rushmore Plaza in Rapid
City, South Dakota, for the ITE
Western District 2014 Annual
Board Meeting.
President Karen Aspelin announced the appointment of Michael Sanderson to the Advisory
Committee and reported that she
had presented a Presidential Proclamation to Erik Ruehr of the San
Diego Section in March for his
work as chair of the California SB
743 Task Force.
Secretary-Treasurer Cathy Leong
reported on the District’s yearto-date income (for the period of
October 2013 – June 2014). Yearto-date income of $101,154.47
included surpluses from the
Phoenix meeting and WesternITE
advertising. Year-to-date expenses
totaled $56,468.54 with the assets
of the District at $176,486.23 as
of June 20, 2014. The draft FY
2014-2015 budget included anticipated increased target income for
WesternITE advertising, $500 for
the Public Relations Committee
to obtain a media contacts list,
$4,250 for support of International Vice President candidates
from the Western District, and an
increase of $2,500 for accounting
expenses to retain a CPA to assist
with the District’s Articles of Incorporation. Board amendments
to the proposed budget included a
$3,000 advance for the 2015 Las
Vegas LAC, $1,000 contribution
to the 2015 Student Leadership
Summit, and up to a $3,000
contribution to LeadershipITE
(dependent on the final accounting of the 2014 Rapid City
Annual Meeting). The budgeted
net increase of reserves for FY
2014-2015 would be $455.
Past President Walter Okitsu provided a draft of the “Nomination
Policies for Officer and International Director Candidates” and
the “Candidate’s Guide for Elections.” These documents were
adopted by the Board after several
amendments.
Page 6

The District’s three International
Directors, Monica Suter, Jenny
Grote, and Jennifer Rosales, provided summaries of their recent
activities. During her report, Jennifer Rosales announced that the
International Board of Direction
had voted to invite Thomas Deen
and Weston Pringle, Jr. to be
Honorary Members, and posthumously voted Richard T. Romer
an Honorary Member.
District Administrator Rory
Grindley provided a summary of
the Western District elections and
his recommendations regarding
the sharing of election results
with the candidates. Based on
his recommendations and general
discussion, the Board decided
that the Teller’s Committee would
verify the results of the election
and then reveal the results to the
candidates prior to their announcement during the Business
Luncheon.
WesternITE Managing Editor
Joey Paskey indicated that WesternITE circulation is at approximately 3,500.
WesternITE Advertising Manager
Robert Sweeting reported that
the District has 33 advertisers in
the Professional Services Directory with 25 Positions Available
advertisements this fiscal year and
five sponsorships.
Website Manager Justin Link
reported that the District website
had been update to incorporate
the new Western District logo.
Membership Chair Joe De
La Garza reported that in the
short-term, District membership
has decreased, but in the longterm District membership has
increased.
Legislative Committee Chair Tom
Mericle reported he had created
a Legislative Update page on the
District’s website.
Richard T. Romer Student Endowment Fund Committee Chair
Kimberly Leung announced that
the Endowment Fund balance

was over $390,000. A total of
$950 was collected from the MiteY Race held on June 28th.
Breckenridge, CO was selected as
the location for the 2018 Annual
Meeting after a presentation by
the Colorado-Wyoming Section.
The Washington State Section
withdrew its proposal to host the
2018 meeting.
Rapid City 2014 LAC Western
District Co-Chair Randy McCourt provided an update on the
2014 Annual Meeting. Registration was currently at a total of
519 (full, student, one-day, and
vendor registrations). Financially, the meeting would at least
break even due to the registration
numbers and the over $26,000 in
sponsorships. The LAC anticipated returning the $2,500 advance
provided by the District and any
excess income from the meeting would be split based on the
previous agreement between the
Western and Midwestern districts.
Las Vegas 2015 LAC Co-Chair
Alyssa Reynolds reported that the

LAC had selected a new Chair,
Lindsay Sundberg.
Albuquerque 2016 LAC Co-Chair
Jim Barrera requested an advance
of $3,000 for the 2016 Annual
Meeting.
San Diego 2017 LAC Chair Joe
de la Garza indicated that the
meeting dates were June 25-28,
2017, and the LAC was currently
soliciting additional proposals
from hotels for the meeting.
Student Leadership Summit Task
Force Chair Kaylinn Roseman
provided a report on the Student
Leadership Summit held at Cal
Poly SLO in February and some
of the lessons learned. She then
introduced Reaa Ali, Chair of the
Task Force for the next Student
Leadership Summit. The next
summit will be held at Sacramento State February 13-15, 2015.
The meeting adjourned at 5:17
pm. The next board meeting will
be held on January 23, 2015, in
Oakland, CA.

2014 Annual Business
Meeting Highlights

By Cathy Leong, P.E., ITE Western District Vice President
The 2014 Annual Business Meeting for ITE’s Western District was
called to order on Tuesday, July 1st by President Karen Aspelin.
The meeting commenced with the Pledge of Allegiance, National
Anthem, and a moment of silence for deceased members Bernard
Deeter, Michael Dixon, Terrence Gibson, William Glickman,
John Melanson, Richard Mitchell, Roy Nakadegawa, Roy Parker,
and Matt Rifkin.
Due to the unique format of the 2014 Joint Western and Midwestern Annual Meeting, a number of Western District Awards were
presented prior to the final call for ballots. Awards were presented
by the Student Initiatives Committee, Student Endowment Fund
Committee, Technical Committee, Membership Committee, Career
Guidance Committee, Website Committee, and WesternITE Committee.
The final call for ballots was followed by the convening of the tellers committee by President Karen Aspelin. The Tellers Committee was headed by Jonathan Upchurch and also included Robert
Sweeting and Paul Barricklow.
(continued on page 7)
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2014 Annual Business Meeting
Highlights (continued from page 6)
International Vice President Candidates Paula Benway and Ray
Davis addressed the members in
attendance.
Student Leadership Summit Task
Force Chair Kaylinn Roseman
provided a recap of the Student
Leadership Summit held February 15-17, 2014 at Cal Poly San
Luis Obispo. The next student
leadership summit will be held at
Sacramento State February 13-15,
2015 and the co-chairs are Reaa
Ali and Spencer Ord.
President Karen Aspelin indicated that she had presented a
presidential proclamation to Erik
Ruehr earlier in the year. She
then presented a presidential proclamation to Kaylinn Roseman for
her work with the Student Leadership Summit.
Western District President Karen
Aspelin addressed the membership and provided a quick recap
of the past year’s highlights.
Some of the highlights included
an increase in advertising revenue
for the District, the Student Leadership Summit, and the adoption
of a new logo for the Western
District. She also announced that
the location of the 2018 Western
District Annual Meeting had been
selected as Breckenridge, Colorado.
Secretary-Treasurer Cathy Leong
summarized the state of the District’s accounts for 2013-2014 and
introduced the draft budget for
FY 2014-2015. The budget was
approved by the membership.
The final order of business was
the announcement of the winners
of the 2014 election: President
Carlos Ortiz, Vice President
Cathy Leong, Secretary-Treasurer Mark Spencer, and International Director Alyssa Reynolds.
The ballots were then destroyed,
and the meeting was adjourned.

International Director’s Report
By Jenny L. Grote, P.E., PTOE, ITE Western District International Director

Prior to the Annual Meeting in Seattle, Washington, the International
Board of Direction (IBD) met at the Sheraton Seattle Hotel on Friday
and Saturday, August 8 & 9, 2014. President W. Hibbett Neel, Jr.
presided over the meeting as International President, assisted by John J.
Kennedy, International Vice President and Past President Zaki Mustafa.
I was joined by the other two International Directors, Monica M. Suter
and Jennifer Rosales, who represent the Western District, along with
Steve Colman who serves as Chair of the Coordinating Council and Eva
Lerner-Lam who serves as the China Representative.

Financial Prognosis
President Neel has reinstituted the formation of a Budget/Finance committee that will meet via conference
call throughout the year to review the Institute’s finances and budget prior to each Board meeting and report
their findings to the Board. Under the new Chief Financial Officer James Estes, who replaces Pete Frentz,
ITE Headquarters will transition to a new accounting system as one of the financial goals by the end of
the year. The Transportation Professional Certification Board also will be transitioning to the same system,
which will allow certification dues to be paid online and standardization of individual member accounts.
Sub-lease of Surplus ITE Headquarters Office Space - Executive Director Tom Brahms advised the Board
that two leases of open ITE office space are pending and subject to approval by the owner of ITE’s office
building. Prospective tenants are: Municipal Signal Association (IMSA) and OWL, the voice of women +40.
Two other offices remain vacant and continue to be viewed by prospective renters.

Membership Services and Programs
President Neel discussed the e-library and ITE’s updated website components. Executive Director Brahms
expounded on the extensive search capacity of the e-library, which will be discoverable to both ITE members
and non-members. Items will be free and available to all paid members and downloadable for a fee to nonmembers. The database search should be available before the next Board meeting in November in Washington, DC. Other changes to member benefits will be enacted by the end of 2014, such as an improved website
and an increase in webinars.
(continued on page 8)

International Director’s Farewell
By Monica Suter, P.E., PTOE, ITE Western District International Director

To our Western District (WD) members, it has been an honor to serve as an
International Director (ID) since 2012 and to have been appointed as Co-Chair
of the Advocacy Committee in January 2014. It has also been invigorating
to see the faster pace with which the International Board of Direction has
implemented new ideas and needed actions. Since 2012 when my term began,
I have seen a marked difference. While there is much more work to be done, it
has been productive to collaborate with our colleagues within our region along
with our partners across the country and internationally. Particularly this year,
we have had very dynamic boards of direction (regionally and internationally)
that have been relentless in working within the existing system to yield some
very important and necessary changes.
To all our members and future International Directors, it is possible to fade
into the group mind-set given the size of the IBD. A good friend once said “do
not underestimate the power of one.” When part of a larger Board, it is important to feel empowered to ask the
questions others may be too shy to ask but which our members would expect us to raise on behalf of their interests.
Also, by encouraging other Directors from outside our region to also bring up important questions, issues and
ideas, more good can occur. With diplomacy and by establishing positive working relationships with other leaders
beyond our region, being proactive and encouraging other representatives to do the same, more can be achieved for
the good of all of our members.
I look forward to a continuation of our strong WD leaders and continuing progress each year at the international
level! The IBD and ITE as a whole has been becoming more nimble, and more progress will occur. I look forward
to additional dynamic movement of our important organization going forward! Congratulations to all our future
WD IDs in advance and to Alyssa Reynolds as she begins her term in January 2015!
www.westernite.org
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International Director’s Report (continued from page 7)
The Board approved a motion to offer public agencies two options for
paying member dues: a new flat rate for Governmental Agency members based on the jurisdiction’s population, or the traditional option of
paying dues based on number of members. A description of the two
options can be found at www.ite.org/membership/Agency/MembershipBrochure.pdf.

• Advocacy/legislative pressure, blogging, and media/legislation appear to be driving the direction of our profession more so than our
volunteer efforts. We need to re-think how we operate and strengthen our advocacy skills as professionals and to become more nimble
while advocating for ITE, our profession, safety, mobility, and our
official policies.

Presidential Committees

LeadershipITE

President Neel gave updates on his four new committees: Student
Chapter Committee; Young Member Committee; Advocacy Committee, and; Professional Development Committee. I serve as a liaison to
the Board for the Young Member Committee. Director Monica Suter
serves as the Co-Chair for the Advocacy Committee. Both of these
Committees are making great progress and plan to build on these accomplishments to date.

Members of the LeadershipITE inaugural class were divided into
groups and presented five excellent reports to the International Board.
The topics included:

Young Member Committee (YMC) - Katherine Kortum, PhD, Transportation Research Board, was appointed to chair this Committee and
was an excellent choice since she is “young” and is also a member of
the LeadershipITE class of 2014. She also serves as a liaison between
the YMC and Young Professionals in Transportation (YPT) groups
since they are trying to join forces and support the same goals. Katherine was at the Seattle conference and spoke to the Board on two initiatives that ITE could sponsor to attract and retain younger members:
1) have a graduated dues structure from college graduation though at
least age 30, and 2) reduce the conference costs to mirror the fees for
“Retired” members. The LeadershipITE class presented a formal proposal with details on how to restructure dues for younger members. The
Board engaged in a lengthy discussion and reviewed the recommendations of LeadershipITE regarding younger member dues. Subsequently,
the Board approved the LeadershipITE recommendation changes to the
dues structure for young professionals – “$30 to 30 Membership Dues
Structure” – with an evaluation after 12 months and with a goal of a
15 percent increase in membership per year in the age category 23-30.
Secondly, registration fees were reduced for the Seattle conference for
younger members; the same level as retired members.
Advocacy Committee (AC) - The Advocacy Committee has a special
task force working with ITE HQ to identify longer term transportation funding which would propose sustainable transportation funding
structures for new revenue sources to account for travel by alternatively
energized modes beyond the existing gas tax. (See ITE Policies G-1
and G-2 regarding the Institute’s official positions on funding.) Following a recommendation from the AC, the Board took action to proactively support a federal transportation funding bill of the appropriate size.
The AC is also in the process of preparing ITE Advocacy guidelines/
advice for districts, sections, and chapters for upcoming Board approval. Through the AC, California Assembly Bill 1447, which would
allow the use of greenhouse gas funds to be used for traffic signal
synchronization projects that reduce these emissions, was supported
by ITE International via a letter from President Hibbett Neel. Prior to
this, consensus of the seven California Section Presidents was obtained.
Other committee highlights include:
• Various Advocacy-related articles, success stories and advice have
been in the ITE Journal and Advocacy Network on the ITE Community.
• Legislative Alerts are planned by ITE Headquarters with some information currently shared with the ITE Connect Electronic Newsletter.
• Advocacy Webinars have been provided: one complimentary and
additional ones are being developed.
• The Board approved an updated ITE statement to include advocacy
wording.
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• Recruitment and Retention of Young Professionals
• How can ITE enable our Incoming Workforce to Meet Projected
Needs of the Transportation Engineering and Planning Professions?
• Breaking the Trend of Auto Dependency
• Defining ITE’s Role in Transportation Advocacy
• ITE the “Go To” in Complete Streets
Michael Sanderson, Chair of the LeadershipITE Committee and
visionary for this program, provided a brief overview on the success of
the first year and graduating class of LeadershipITE by stating: “The
inaugural class of LeadershipITE is representative of the best and
brightest of our profession, and it is certain to be a unique and special
experience for everyone involved. Through a process of self-discovery,
idea sharing, and professional networking, the LeadershipITE experience is designed to create an environment where these up- and-coming
leaders can share a once-in-a-career opportunity to stretch and grow.
And I’m guessing that they’ll have a lot of fun, too.” He then stressed
that the focus now needs to be on the next class, and the critical fundraising efforts, to carry on the initial success of the LeadershipITE
program.

Toward Zero Deaths
The Board approved a motion to support and implement the Toward
Zero Deaths National Strategy on Highway Safety as its vision of a
highway system free of fatalities. We will work to use the National
Strategy to guide its highway safety efforts to the extent practical for the
Association and for member departments with the understanding that
not all members will adopt a zero-based goal or vision or the National
Strategy, or implement every safety countermeasure or program discussed in the National Strategy. ITE’s staff, Councils and Committees
will work with external partners to assist in implementing the Toward
Zero Deaths vision.

Miscellaneous Items
ITE has developed a membership Payment Plan as an option to paying
annually.
• Status of 2014 Professional Development Program - ITE continues
to increase its number of web-based seminar offerings and will partner with the National Association of City Transportation Officials to
offer a contract-supported series of Seattle and DC based seminars.
• Status of the Transportation Professional Certification Board Inc. The certification renewal rate for the PTOE stands at 93 percent and
68 percent for the PTP.
• Use of a New E-Balloting Company - A new company was used for
International e-balloting for the 2015 officer election. Headquarters
staff is very pleased with their capabilities and the western District,

www.westernite.org
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and maybe Sections and Chapters, may want
to pursue their services.
• Fall 2015 conference at the Westin La
Paloma Resort in Tucson, Arizona, October 28-31 - This meeting will replace the
traditional ITE spring technical conference &
exhibit. Events at this meeting will include a
golf tournament to support the Educational
Foundation.
• Under Immediate Past President Zaki Mustafa’s leadership as Chair of the Officers’
Nominations Committee, I will be serving on
this Committee to select candidates for the
office of International Vice President in 2016.

Upcoming International
Meetings

Annual Meeting Best Paper (continued from page 5)
Table 3: Summary of the Stakeholder Committee Alternatives Ranking
!

Alternative

!

Ranking of Alternative

Rank

10
9

1.7
2.1

1
2

0

10

1

9

7

10

2.9
3.7
4.4

3
4
5

#2

#3

#4

#5

Quadrant

8
1

0
6

0
2

1
0

1
0

One-Way Couplet

1

3

2

4

Expanded Signal

0

0

4

4

No-Build

0

1

1

1

Roundabout

Number of
Rankings

!

Weighted
Average Rank

#1

As summarized in Table 3, the roundabout alternative was the most preferred intersection alternative (eight #1 rankings) among the SC members.

Downtown Circulation Alternatives
One of the primary objectives of the Eagle/State Intersection Concept Study was to
explore circulation improvements within downtown that may extend the lifespan the
Eagle Road/State Street intersection, address safety performance, and/or address gaps
in the pedestrian and bicycle facilities. The Downtown Eagle Plan provided the basis for
different circulation alternatives explored as a part of this study.
Members of the general public were asked to choose their top three circulation improvements from the Downtown Eagle Plan and provide feedback on their choices. Table 4
summarizes the number of votes each circulation improvement received.
Table 4: Summary of Public Feedback on Downtown Circulation Improvements

!

I am already more than half-way through my
three-year term on the International Board
representing the Western District, along with
my co-Directors and friends; Monica Suter
and Jennifer Rosales. I look forward to having
Alyssa Reynolds join the Board in January
and continuing the progress of those who have
served the International Board in prior years.
Congratulations to the successful candidates for
the 2015 Executive Committee: John Kennedy,
President, and Paula Benway, Vice President. I
know Ray Davis will continue to be an enthusiastic supporter of ITE and an ambassador for
future generations of transportation professionals.
Together, we are the BEST….because we make
a difference!

Improvements

Number of
Votes

A) Plaza Drive Extension

31

C) Palmetto Avenue Extension
across State Highway 44

22

D) Idaho Street Extension

18

B) Stierman Way Extension
(Parkway)

17

G) Aikens Street Extension

16

E) 1st Street Pedestrian Mall

16

F) Promote the
creation/preservation of an
urban grid

10

Based on the public feedback, discussions with the SC, and Eagle City Council and
ACHD Commission support, the following projects were further developed as a part of
this study:
• Plaza Drive Extension
• Aikens Street (East of Eagle Road) Extension
• Aikens Street (West of Eagle Road) and Olde Park Place (South of State Street)
Widening/Streetscape
• Olde Park Place (North of State Street) Widening/Streetscape and Idaho Street
extension from Eagle Road to Olde Park Place

Project Adoption Process
Following the Eagle/State Intersection Concept Study’s technical analysis, property
owner and tenant meeting, public open house, and the last SC meeting, the PMT
recommended the Eagle City Council and ACHD Commission endorse the roundabout
alternative and the circulation projects developed as a part of the study. The Eagle City
Council advertised and conducted the first public hearing on the project. At the public
hearing the City Council heard a wide variety of input from the public and unanimously voted in favor of the circulation projects and the no-build alternative at the Eagle/
(continued on page 13)
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Western District Committee Updates
The following are updates from the Western District committees:

Legislative

Public Relations
By Chuck Huffine, P.E., PTOE, AICP, Public Relations Committee Chair

By Tom Mericle, P.E., T.E., MPA, Legislative Committee Chair
The Legislative Committee monitors legislative bills being considered by
State legislative bodies in the 13 western states that comprise the Western
District, and shares those activities with both the District Board and the
District members.
Over the past few months the committee has created a new webpage
on the WesternITE website to show current status of active legislative
activities and recently approved legislation that may be important to the
members of ITE. Please take a look at the new page at: http://westernite.org/aboutus/legislation/
The biggest issue we are tracking this year is the implementation of
legislation in California that will affect how California agencies will be
evaluating project impacts through new level of service standards. It is
likely that other states in the western region may also look to move to
these new standards if successful in California. The Western District
Board appointed a special task force to address this issue and appointed
Eric Ruehr, with VRPA Technologies, Inc., to take the lead as chair. The
SB 743 task force has been actively involved in collaborating with the
State on implementation guidelines to ensure that they are realistic and
can achieve the intended goals of the legislation, while not being overly
burdensome to local agencies. ITE’s Western District and its California
sections expressed support for this bill at the outset. You can find up-todate information on the legislative webpage shown above.
The California legislature passed Assembly Bill 1447 that allows traffic
signal synchronization to become eligible for greenhouse gas cap-andtrade funds if it is a component of a sustainable infrastructure project.
We have also reserved a place on the webpage for interesting and relevant
articles about transportation legislation. There are a few articles linked
on the site and others will be added as appropriate. On April 28, Leo
Lee, with Advantec, Inc. and Carlos Ortiz, with RBF/Michael Baker
International and our current Western District President, were invited to
testify in front of the State of California Assembly Transportation Committee in support of this bill.
If you have any legislative information, would like certain legislation to
be tracked and reported, or have an interesting article related to transportation legislation please contact the Legislative Chair, Tom Mericle
at tmericle@cityofventura.net. Thanks to Brian Gibson, Kevin Haas,
Michelle DeRobertis, Ron Hibbard, Stephen Pouliot, Steve Eagan, and
Martin Varona for their contributions as members of the committee, and
of course Eric Ruehr for his excellent work on the SB 743 task force.

The Public Relations committee is seeking to improve the flow of important information for us to potentially disseminate to people outside
of our District. We need a representative from each section and chapter
to serve as our liaison to transmit important information on member
accomplishments to our committee on a monthly basis – sooner if it’s
a really critical news item. Your Newsletter editor or Webmaster are
likely candidates since they are already assembling important information to publish. We also need more people to serve on the Public Relations Committee – mainly to help make sure that this information keeps
flowing. Contact Chuck at chuck.huffine@jacobs.com.

Richard T. Romer Student Endowment Fund Update
By Kimberly Leung, Richard T. Romer Student Endowment Fund Committee Chair
The purpose of the Student Endowment Fund is to provide a selfsustaining funding source for various student initiatives, which now
includes the annual Student Leadership Summit to be hosted by
California State University, Sacramento in February of next year. After
the District Annual Meeting in Rapid City this summer, the Student
Endowment Fund reached the $400,000 milestone! Thank you to all
of those who have contributed to get us to this point. Also, a big thank
you to all of those who participated in the Ice Bucket #SEFChallenge
this summer by making their own ice bucket challenge videos, liking
these videos, and making contributions to promote the Endowment
Fund. This fundraiser raised more than $1,300. The Student Endowment Fund is getting closer and closer to its ultimate fundraising goal!

Student Initiatives
By Danielle Scharf, P.E., PTOE, LEED AP, Student Initiatives Committee
Chair
The following report provides a summary of the 2014 ITE Western
District student award winners.

Student Chapter Award
The purpose of the Student Chapter Award is to recognize student
chapters that have shown outstanding accomplishments and activities.
The winner is selected by a committee that reviews all of the annual
reports. This year we received annual reports from 19 student chapters,
and the winner was Cal Poly San Luis Obispo. The winner received
a plaque, $200 for the chapter’s general fund and $1,000 for travel reimbursement to attend the annual meeting. Cal Poly San Luis Obispo
was also the winner of the international student chapter award!
Honorable Mention went to Cal Poly Pomona and UCLA. Both of
these student chapters received a certificate and $50 for the chapter’s
general fund, in addition to the $100 that all student chapters receive for
submitting an annual report.

Student Paper Award

Carlos Ortiz and Leo Lee at the California State Capitol, testifying for AB 1447

The purpose of the Student Paper Award is to encourage student
members of the District to conduct and report on independent research
and investigation of transportation engineering subjects and to provide
a means for recognizing outstanding accomplishment in this area. This
year we received seven papers that were reviewed by a committee of
(continued on page 11)
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three judges from across the District. The winner was Britton Hammit
from the University of Wyoming, with the paper “The Application of a
Connected Vehicle Weather Data System.” Britton received a plaque, a
$500 award and an additional $500 in travel funds to attend the annual
meeting and present her paper.

portation profession, extraordinary enthusiasm for ITE and unwavering
professionalism in transportation research or an intern position. The
2014 winner for Outstanding Undergraduate Student was Kaylinn
Roseman from Cal Poly San Luis Obispo. No candidates were nominated for outstanding graduate student this year.

Student Website Award

Outstanding Educator

The purpose of the Student Website Award is to encourage student
chapters to document their activities and accomplishments and
promote the benefits of ITE membership. The winner was Cal Poly
Pomona, and honorable mention went to University of Nevada-Reno.
The winner received a certificate and a $200 award, while honorable
mention received a certificate and a $50 award.

The purpose of the Outstanding Educator award is to recognize an
educator who has shown extraordinary creativity in teaching, taken
exceptional measures to spark student interest in the transportation
profession, provided unwavering encouragement for student endeavors
or shown unequaled service to ITE.

Student Traffic Bowl
The fifth annual Student Traffic Bowl was held at the Annual Meeting
in Rapid City and 11 student chapters participated. The winning team
was Brigham Young University, comprised of Casey Knecht, David
Cheng, Greg Sanchez, and Samuel Mineer. The winners received the
Western District Student Traffic Bowl traveling trophy, a certificate,
and $2,000 in travel funds from ITE International to attend the annual
meeting in Seattle to compete in the Collegiate Traffic Bowl Grand
Championship.

James H. Kell RFP & Competition
The James H. Kell Student Competition is intended to give Student
Members attending the Annual Meeting an opportunity to apply
transportation and traffic engineering classroom knowledge to a specific
“real-world” problem. The competition also gives students the chance
to meet and interact with students from other schools. The District
issues a request for proposals inviting ITE Student Chapters to define
and run the Student Competition at the Annual Meeting. The winning
Student Chapter is awarded up to $1,500 to cover material costs and
help defray travel expenses of students and their Faculty Advisor to attend the Annual Meeting. The winner of the RFP process this year was
Cal Poly San Luis Obispo for their “Bus Bonanza” challenge. Over 45
students participated in the event from both the Western and Midwestern Districts.

Outstanding Student Awards
The purpose of these awards it to recognize both an undergraduate and
graduate student who have shown exceptional dedication to the trans-

The winner this year was Eugene Jud from Cal Poly San Luis Obispo.
Eugene has 50 years of experience in transportation and has worked
both in Europe and the United States. He is a licensed Civil Engineer
in all European Countries and is a Fellow of ITE. His unique teaching style and dedication to ITE motivate students to be active participants both in and out of the classroom. He has inspired a generation
of Transportation Engineering
students throughout his time at
Cal Poly San Luis Obispo. Now
that he is preparing to retire, his
students felt that he deserved recognition for the impact he has had
on their careers. Congratulations
to Eugene on this much-deserved
recognition.
Dr. Robert Bertini, Outstanding Educator Award Winner Eugene Jud, and
International Director Jenny Grote

Western District Fellowship
This award process is conducted by ITE Headquarters, and they selected Christopher Cameron from University of Colorado - Denver.
As the winner of this award, Chris received a plaque and a check for
$1000.
The Student Initiatives Committee is currently seeking volunteers to
serve on the review committees for the various student and faculty
awards for the coming year. If you are interested in volunteering, or
would simply like more information about these awards and activities,
please contact Danielle Scharf, Student Initiatives Chair, at dscharf@
sandersonstewart.com.

Section and Chapter Reports

The Sections and Chapters of the Western District are busy! Highlights of their activities are provided below:

Alaska Section
(Report provided by Danielle Fay)
• Current officers are: Robert
DeVassie, President; Susan
Melton-Acheson, Vice President; Erica Jensen, Treasurer;
Danielle Fay, Secretary; and
Nicole Knox, Past President.
Elections are to be held in
November; we are looking for
nominations for Secretary.

• There are now over 100 members in the Alaska Section!
To encourage membership,
we announced that a gift card
drawing would be held after
meeting our 100 member goal,
and Melissa Branch was the
recipient of this drawing.
• The Alaska Section awarded
three scholarships to Alaska
engineering students at our
September lunch meeting. All

three of our recipients this
year were from the University of Alaska Anchorage.
Monick Estrada-Gonzalez
was awarded a scholarship for
$1,500, and Darya Hurskaya
and Christine Meyn were both
awarded $1,000 scholarships.
The selection of the award
recipients was headed by our
Scholarship Chair, Dennis
Linnell, with applications

reviewed by Jason Kewin,
Joann Mitchell, and Matt
Stone.
• We had beautiful weather
and a great turnout for our
Annual Member Appreciation
BBQ on June 3rd. The BBQ
was planned and wonderfully
executed by our Membership
Chair, Kurt Meehleis, with assistance from Erik Gundersen.
(continued on page 12)
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awarded the James L. Pline
Award for outstanding lifetime
service to ITE at the ITE Intermountain Section Meeting.
• Andrew Cibor of the Ada
County Highway District
graduated from the inaugural
class of LeadershipITE.
Alaska Annual Member Appreciation
Barbeque
• The Annual Beer and Wine
Tasting & Silent Auction
Scholarship Fundraiser will be
held on November 8, with proceeds benefitting our student
scholarship fund.
• The Alaska Section has been
looking for ways to improve
our involvement throughout
the entire state of Alaska
and reach more professionals outside of the Anchorage
area. We plan to broadcast our
monthly meetings for members
outside of Anchorage to help
initiate participation. Since our
development of this plan, we
have had interest from professionals in Fairbanks to start a
Chapter. We are very excited at
this prospect and look forward
to reporting back on their progress!
• Students at UAA are currently
investigating re-starting an ITE
student chapter and our board
has committed to working
them to help them succeed in
this process. The scholarships
that we award each summer
(from proceeds raised at the
Beer and Wine Tasting & Silent Auction) require students
to be ITE members, thus we
hope this will encourage more
student involvement in the
organization.

• The Chapter sponsored seven
students from Boise State University and one student from
the University of Idaho to attend the Intermountain Section
Meeting in Jackson, WY.
• The Chapter sponsored seven
students from the University
of Idaho to attend the ITE
Annual Meeting & Exhibit in
Seattle, WA.
• Professional development
opportunities and events have
been held regularly within the
Section (second Tuesday of
each month), including the
topics of innovative intersection and interchange geometrics and roundabouts.

Photo Collage from the Idaho Chapter
Statewide Conference

Northern California
Section
(Report provided by Joe Anderson)

(Report provided by Yuri Mereszczak)
• Current officers are: Yuri
Mereszczak, President; Jeff
Jones, Vice President; Cody
Luper, Secretary/Treasurer;
and Andrew Cibor, Past President

• The Section’s Distinguished
Service Award was presented
to Kevan Shafizadeh, CSU
Sacramento Civil Engineering Department Chair, for his
continued involvement and
dedication to ITE.

• Terry Little of the Ada
County Highway District was

• Professional development opportunities and events are held
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• The NorCal ITE Section
continues to make students
a priority through our continuous support of the Student
Endowment Fund ($1400 was
contributed in 2014), and our
support and interaction with
three student chapters in our
Section – Sacramento State
University, U.C. Davis, and
Chico State University. The
Board provided a Student
Award to sponsor a deserving
student, Alvin Lam of UC
Davis, with an all-expenses
paid scholarship to attend this
summer’s ITE Western/Midwestern Joint District meeting
in Rapid City, South Dakota.

NorCal Section’s Contribution to the
Richard T. Romer Student Endowment Fund

• Current officers are: Joe
Anderson, President; Doug
Maas, Vice President; John
Samuelson, Secretary; David
Stanek, Treasurer; and Angie
Louie, Past President

Idaho Chapter

regularly within the Section,
including “Getting to ‘Yes’ For
Traffic Safety” and the upcoming presentation on the I-80/
SR 65 project and Oktoberfest
golf tournament in October.

Riverside-San
Bernardino Section
(Report provided by Daniel David)
• Current officers are: John
Kerenyi, President; Gianfranco Laurie, Vice President; and
Mohammad Qureshi, Secretary/Treasurer
• Professional development
opportunities and events have
been held regularly within the
section. Upcoming meeting
topics include California licensing and joint social events with
SoCal ITE, including the 2nd
Annual Joint Holiday Social
with SoCal ITE and OCTEC
on December 11, 2014.
• In April, RSBITE successfully
teamed with the Riverside-San
Bernardino Section of ASCE

www.westernite.org

and hosted the first ever joint
luncheon within the section.
The topic of discussion for
this meeting was “Complete
Streets” presented by ITE’s
International Past President
Mr. Zaki Mustafa. He gave a
brief synopsis of the many different Complete Streets projects
he has completed and also has
projected in the works.
• RSBITE has awarded the City
of Rancho Cucamonga with
the Complete Street Agency
of the Year Award for their
Route 66 Trailhead Project.
The Complete Streets Student
Scholarship Award recipient
was Bowen Yang.
• RSBITE put together the
Annual Student Presentation
Meeting in May, allowing students to showcase their traffic
and transportation related projects during the RSBITE professional meetings with opportunities to win cash prizes based on
their projects and performance.
Three local universities (Cal
Poly Pomona, UCLA, and Cal
Baptist University) entered the
competition and were awarded
cash prizes of various amounts.
• This year RSBITE has changed
the way we receive sponsorships for the lunch meetings
and other various events.
Instead of selecting a different
sponsor for each event multiple
times throughout the year,
we’ve allowed vendors to sponsor RSBITE’s events throughout the year by organizing a
hierarchical sponsoring system
where vendors can contribute
at the gold, silver, and bronze
level. In return, sponsors
are given the opportunity of
advertising their products and/
or services throughout the year.
We are hoping this adjustment
will make it easier for both the
vendors to sponsor and for us
to find the needed contributors
throughout the year.

RSBITE & ASCE Complete Streets
Joint Luncheon

Fall 2014
Annual Meeting Best Paper (continued from page 9)
State intersection. Following the City Council’s decision on the project,
the Eagle Transportation Committee prepared multiple letters to the
City stating the Committee’s unanimous support for the roundabout
alternative and addressed some of the perceived concerns with a roundabout. Given this new information, Eagle City Council held another
public hearing on the project and modified their recommendation to
support the roundabout alternative rather than the no-build alternative
(3-2 vote). This change upset some of the City’s citizens, adjacent businesses, and adjacent landowners because they were comfortable with
the previous no-build alternative
recommendation and felt the second public hearing was not fully
advertised to the public.
The ACHD Commission held a
public hearing to consider adoption of the study following the
City Council’s recommendation
in favor of a roundabout. Similar

Citizens opposed to the roundabout
alternative coordinated bright yellow
shirts that read, “SAFETY FIRST”
(Source: KBOI News)

to previous hearings, the public provided a mix of opinions ranging
from full endorsement of a roundabout to complete opposition to the
roundabout. Minimal comments were provided on the circulation projects as most people were in support of them. The Commission adopted
the Concept Study with a recommendation to move forward with the
roundabout alternative (3-2 vote). Following the Commission’s adoption of the study, a request for reconsideration was filed on the project
by a newly formed citizen group - Eagle Citizens & Businesses Against
the Downtown Roundabout. Their primary concerns were in regard to
the safety of bicyclists and visually-impaired pedestrians. The ACHD
Commission heard their request but did not make a motion to reconsider the adoption of the Concept Study.
The Eagle/State Intersection Concept Study adoption process highlights some of the benefits and challenges of employing the principles
of Smart Transportation Planning. The project team was able to
effectively work with, learn from, and educate a large number of stakeholders, the general public, and elected officials. However, everyone
(continued on page 14)

MiteY Race Update
By Cathy Leong, P.E., MiteY Race Coordinator

Thank you to all of the teams that participated in the MiteY Race
at the recent Joint Western & Midwestern Districts Annual Meeting in Rapid City, SD! We kicked off the meeting on Saturday
with the 4th installment of the race with 9 family/friends and 10
student teams completing fun, but challenging tasks in Downtown
Rapid City. The top family & friends teams were:
• 1st Place: Haulin’ Aspelins – Karen, Erik, Klara, and Neil
Aspelin from the Western District
• 2nd Place: Mighty NCITErs – Kristi & Claire Sebastian,
Steve Manhart, and Tom Campbell from the Midwestern District
• 3rd Place: MiteY Minions – Mark and Alex Spencer from the
Western District
The top student teams were:

Family & Friends Winners, Haulin’ Aspelins

• 1st Place: J&N Associates – Nicolle Spann and Johnny Truong from Cal Poly Pomona
• 2nd Place: Bruins AlmITEy – Casey Le and Daniel Kim from
UCLA
• 3rd Place: Cowboy Joes – Jaime Hepner and Dick Apronti
from the University of Wyoming
All of the teams that finished the race were eligible for our Grand
Prize drawing of 2 Roku 3 streaming media players. The Grand
Prize winners were the Pistol Petes student team from the University of Wyoming.
Finally, thank you to our sponsors, Zaki Mustafa and Rock
Miller, for their support of the Student Endowment Fund. Please
visit our Facebook page (www.facebook.com/TheMiteYRace) for
photos of this year’s race and updates about next year’s race in Las
Vegas, NV!
Student Winners, J&N Associates
www.westernite.org
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involved and impacted is not happy with the decision, and in particular
with the roundabout alternative. As a result of the project a new community organization has developed, and the City of Eagle and ACHD
regularly receive comments and questions regarding the roundabout
concept.

Project Summary
Implementation of the downtown circulation projects, in conjunction with the roundabout alternative, supports the following goals
within the Downtown Eagle Plan (Reference 2):
• Preserve, design, develop, and promote downtown Eagle as the
“Heart of Eagle”;
• Make downtown easy to get to for all modes of transportation and
all generations – seek to expand and develop an interconnected street
and pathway system; and,
• Maintain downtown Eagle as the heart of the community, with
pedestrian-friendly streetscapes and ample parking.
The downtown circulation projects also align with the three points
of focus in transportation planning within the Downtown Eagle Plan
(Reference 2):
• Emphasize and enhance downtown as a destination;
• Give priority to pedestrians, bicyclists, and future transit; and,
• Improve connectivity between downtown Eagle and the rest of the
city and surrounding area.
The following benefits are expected with implementation of the downtown circulation projects:
• Small reductions in traffic through the Eagle Road/State Street intersection;
• Improved network connectivity for multiple modes of travel;
• Separated facilities for vehicles and pedestrians, and in some cases
bicyclists;
• Alternate routes and/or improved connections for emergency services response;
• An increase in economic development within downtown Eagle with
better access to existing businesses and undeveloped or underdeveloped land.

Conclusions
The Eagle/State Intersection Concept Study accomplished its primary
purpose of identifying and prioritizing recommendations for the Eagle
Road/State Street intersection and the City of Eagle downtown core.
The recommended roundabout alternative for the Eagle/State intersection is expected to provide safety benefits for all modes of travel,
improve traffic operations, and enhance the character of downtown
Eagle. Programming of the roundabout alternative in ACHD’s Capital
Improvement Plan and Integrated Five-Year Work Program (IFYWP)
is expected to occur in the near future, which will allow for design,
right-of-way acquisition, and construction funding to be applied toward
the project.
The recommended downtown circulation projects provide improved
network connectivity, street and sidewalk facilities for multiple modes,
and support economic development in downtown. The Plaza Drive Extension and Aikens Street (East of Eagle Road) Extension projects have
already been programmed within the Economic Development Program
in ACHD’s IFYWP. The Economic Development Program is a new
addition to ACHD’s IFYWP, allowing funding to be allocated toward
projects not normally built through other programs (i.e., roadways,
intersections, and community programs), but deemed by ACHD and its
partner agencies to provide a positive contribution to both the transportation system and the local economy. The Economic Development program allows for innovative transportation investment in Ada County’s
communities to create or directly contribute to a ‘Sense-of-Place’,
coordinate previous investments or current commitments, demonstrate
effective partnerships for “non transportation” elements of the project,
support business growth, expansion and vitality, and create foundations
for future community investments according to adopted plans, codes
and policies (Reference 4). Through the recommendations of this study,
the City of Eagle will also be able to submit applications for the other
recommended downtown circulation projects, which would have relied
solely on private development funding without ACHD’s new Economic
Development Program.

References
1. New Jersey Department of Transportation & Pennsylvania Department of Transportation. Smart Transportation Guidebook. March 2008.
2. City of Eagle. Downtown Eagle Plan. Addendum A – Section 6.8.13
of the 2011 Eagle Comprehensive Plan. Adopted through Resolution
No. 11-02. February 3, 2011.

The following benefits are expected with implementation of the roundabout alternative:

3. Transportation Research Board. NCHRP Report 672: Roundabouts: An
Informational Guide, 2nd ed., Washington, D.C., 2010.

• Adequate traffic flow and mobility through the Eagle Road/State
Street intersection and reductions in the blocking of nearby intersections;

4. Ada County Highway District. Integrated Five-Year Work Plan 20142018. Adopted October 23, 2013.

• Improved safety at the intersection based on national research statistics (Reference 3);
• Improved aesthetics and furthering of a sense of place within downtown Eagle;
• Safety benefits in the vicinity of the intersection due to increased access management reducing the number of conflict points.
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POSITIONS AVAILABLE
Viewed by over 4,000 engineers and vendors monthly, WesternITE is an excellent means for advertising your company and positions available! We
have Gold, Silver, Bronze, E-news only, and positions available options. Contact our Advertising Manager, Robert Sweeting at rsweeting@toaks.
org or (805) 449-2438 for more information and pricing.

City of Phoenix
Traffic Engineer I
The City of Phoenix, Street Transportation department is seeking to fill a full-time Traffic Engineer I position. The Traffic Engineer I is an entry
level position and works under the supervision of a licensed professional engineer. Duties include preparing traffic and transportation studies and
developing drawings and reports from field investigations and research. Assignments may also include traffic safety and calming, bike facility
design, traffic capacity, parking, traffic signals, Intelligent Transportation Systems, pavement markings and selection of appropriate traffic control
devices. Additionally, this position supports the division through administrative functions such as operating and capital budgeting, inventory, sustainability, cost efficiency and other related tasks. There is one vacancy in the Traffic Services Division of the Street Transportation Department.

SALARY:
$21.48 (minimum) – $31.98 (maximum) hourly / $44,678 – $66,518 annually.

JOB REQUIREMENTS:
Four-year degree in Civil Engineering (or a related engineering field) from an accredited college or university, including coursework in transportation. Applicants within one year of completing coursework toward a Civil Engineering (or a related engineering field) may be considered. An
Engineer-in-Training certificate is preferred.

HOW TO APPLY:
For more information and to apply please visit phoenix.gov/jobs

Sanderson Stewart
Project Engineer – Transportation
Join Sanderson Stewart, voted one of the nation’s Best Firms to Work
For! We are looking for Cool, Smart, Talented People who are committed to bettering our communities. In particular, we are seeking a Civil/
Transportation Engineer with a B.S. in Civil Engineering, with 3-5 yrs.
experience in the design of transportation engineering projects, including PS&E development for DOT projects. Familiarity with MDT plans/
procedures preferred.
Send resume to: aschneider@sandersonstewart.com or mail resume to human resources, Sanderson Stewart 1300 North Transtech Way, Billings,
MT 59102. Visit us at: www.sandersonstewart.com EOE
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Iteris
Senior Analytics Consultant
Iteris, Inc. is a transportation systems consultant company that helps public
sector agencies to measure and improve the performance of their transportation systems. The company focuses on transportation data systems. It offers
real-time analysis software, including a real-time data collection, diagnostics,
fusion, and warehousing platform; freeway performance measurement system
that computes, aggregates, and visualizes the performance of clients’ freeway
systems; and arterial performance measurement system. The company also
provides operational support software, which includes operational activity
request management system and incident and activity management system. The Berkeley, CA office has an immediate job opening for a Senior
Analytics Consultant to lead business development efforts, manage projects, and performing technical tasks on ITS projects related to performance
measurement. The successful candidate will be comfortable with client interface, business development and leading efforts to win work, including
preparation of technical proposals and presentations. Candidate should have experience managing projects successfully, including directing staff
activities and meeting budgets.

QUALIFICATIONS REQUIRED:
B.S. /B.A. Degree in Civil Engineering, Planning, or Computer Science, 5-10 years direct experience in Traffic Operations and/or Intelligent
Transportation Systems Project Management consulting, 3-5 years’ experience with ITS Marketing and Business Development efforts, at least 5
years’ experience within the Intelligent Transportation Systems, transit and traffic monitoring, or user information systems.

QUALIFICATIONS DESIRED:
Effective project management experience, including all aspects of process development and execution. Strong presentation, communication and
negotiations skills. Based anywhere in the United States. Travel is required for customer and sales department meetings, workshops and seminar
Please visit www.iteris.com and apply to Job 14-63 Senior Analytics Consultant or send confidential resumes to prj@iteris.com. All qualified applicants will receive consideration for employment without regard to race, color, religion, sex, or national origin. We are also an equal opportunity
employer of individuals with disabilities and protected veterans. Please view Equal Employment Opportunity Posters provided by OFCCP here.

KOA Corporation
Two Positions Available: Associate Transportation Engineer – San Diego and Orange, California
Job Description: KOA Corporation’s Orange
and San Diego area offices are each seeking
a full-time Associate Transportation Engineer to assist senior staff with transportation
planning and engineering design projects.
Responsibilities include, but are not limited
to, geometric design, traffic signal design, traffic studies, preparation of specifications and cost estimates, and active transportation planning and
design. The position requires a person with a strong knowledge of, and interest in, transportation planning and traffic engineering.

Job Requirements:
Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering; demonstration of strong communication (written and oral) skills and a strong work ethic; working
knowledge of Microsoft Office products; demonstrated proficiency in CADD, MicroStation, GIS, and HCM software applications. A California
PE registration and five years of relevant experience is required.

Instructions:
Qualified candidates should e-mail their resume to careers@koacorp.com with either “SD ASSOC TRANS ENG” or “ORANGE ASSOC
TRANS ENG” in the subject line. No Phone Calls or Faxes Will Be Accepted.
Page 16
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Associated Transportation Engineers
Mid-to-Senior Level Transportation Engineer/Planner
Associated Transportation Engineers (ATE) is a well-established Transportation Engineering and Transportation
Planning firm located in Santa Barbara, California. We have been in the Tri-counties area for 36 years. ATE has an
opening for a Team Leader with 3 to 5 years’ experience in traffic-related project design and planning.
Required Qualifications: California Registered Civil Engineer, 3 or more years of responsible charge in transportation
engineering and transportation planning (Supervisory and training experiences are a plus), Experience in use of the
Caltrans HDM, CAMUTCD and Caltrans format for plan preparation, Comprehensive knowledge of AutoCad, and
transportation operation software such as Synchro, HCS, Traffix, and roundabout analysis programs, and strong writing skills in both technical
and non-technical styles.

DUTIES:
Design: Team leader for traffic engineering design work, including traffic signal design, pavement delineation and roadside signs, traffic control,
and roadway design.
Supervision and Training: Some moderate supervision and training of design team staff. May be involved in assisting ATE staff with traffic analysis software.
Report Writing: Must be able to prepare written reports summarizing results of engineering and/or traffic analyses. May be required to prepare
graphics for reports as well.
Field Investigations: Will be required to perform field investigations for electrical equipment and pavement delineation and roadside sign inventories, as well as for geometric evaluations and radar speed surveys.
Proposal Preparation: Assists in the preparation of written proposals for engineering projects, including development of work scopes and cost
estimates.
Public Presentations: May be required to present information at client meetings and/or public hearings.

Additional Qualifications:
Possession of valid California Class C Driver’s License required. Submit resumes to crobinson@atesb.com.

www.westernite.org

Page 17

Fall 2014


   



















  















  









 
 





Page 18

www.westernite.org

Fall 2014

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES DIRECTORY
ALBERT GROVER & ASSOCIATES
Signal System Design ● Coordination ● Operations ●
Im¬pact Studies ● Modeling ● Design/Build ● Parking &
Access ● Inspection ● Implementation
211 E. Imperial Highway, Suite 208
Fullerton, CA 92835
(714) 992-2990 FAX (714) 992-2883
ALL TRAFFIC DATA SERVICES, INC.
Atlanta, GA (404) 374-1283
Denver, CO (303) 216-2439
Jacksonville, FL (904) 707-8618
Seattle, WA (206) 251-0300
Portland, OR (503) 833-2740
San Jose, CA (970) 443-1957
Visit www.alltrafficdata.net
ATKINS
Transportation Planning/Design ● Traffic Engineering ● ITS
● Civil Engineering
Regional Offices in: Phoenix, AZ; Los Angeles, Orange,
San Bernardino, San Diego, San Francisco, CA; Colorado
Springs, Denver, CO; Bozeman, Helena, Missoula, MT;
Henderson, Reno, NV; Portland, OR; Seattle, WA ● www.
atkinsglobal.com
CRAIN & ASSOCIATES
Traffic Engineering ● Transportation Planning ● Parking ●
Transportation Demand Management ● Bikeways
2007 Sawtelle Blvd., Suite 4, Los Angeles, CA 90025
(310) 473-6508 www.crainandassociates.com
DDL TRAFFIC, INC.
Provider of several traffic industry needs, service, technical
support and installation. We are the SoCal distributor for
GTT/Opticom Priority Control Systems – Sensata/Dimensions Battery Back Up Systems – IDC Speed Radar Signs,
ELTEC Flashers, RRFB and Flashing Beacons
Please contact us at (800) 289-6803 for more information.
www.ddltraffic.com
DKS ASSOCIATES
Traffic and Transportation Engineering and Planning ●
Intelligent Transportation Systems
Oakland CA (510) 763-2061
Offices in: Irvine and Sacramento, CA; Tampa, FL; Round
Rock, TX; Portland and Salem, OR; Seattle, WA
www.dksassociates.com rsm@dksassociates.com
ECONOLITE GROUP, INC.
Traffic Controllers, Signals & Cabinets ● Video & Radar
Traffic Detection ● Advanced Transportation Management
Systems ● Project Management ● Engineering ● Construction ● Maintenance
3360 East La Palma Ave., Anaheim, CA 92806
(714) 630-3700
www.econolitegroup.com
marketing@econolitegroup .com
GIBSON TRANSPORTATION CONSULTING, INC.
Traffic Engineering ● Transportation Planning ● Parking
523 W. 6th Street, Ste 1234
Los Angeles, CA 90014
www.gibsontransportation.com
(213) 683-0088 phone
(213) 683-0033 fax
GLOBAL TRAFFIC TECHNOLOGIES
Empowering cities to change the way they move
Opticom priority control and Canoga traffic sensing
Emergency Vehicle Preemption
Transit Signal Priority
Traffic Sensing
(800) 258-4610
www.gtt.com sales@gtt.com

INTUICOM
At Intuicom, our goal is to keep customers happy with a complete
line of robust wireless solutions and the most knowledgeable
service around. BroadbandPro Enterprise management software
with more industry-first, exclusive benefits, all designed to keep you
smiling. Maybe that’s why more people every year trust Intuicom
to solve their wireless problems. Let Intuicom take the worry out of
your next wireless project.
Call (303) 449-4330
traffic@intuicom.com
ITERIS
Traffic & Weather ● Detection ● Planning & Engineering Analytics ●
Design-Build & Integration ● Multi-Modal
Offices nationwide (949) 247-9400 www.iteris.com
KIMLEY-HORN AND ASSOCIATES, INC.
Traffic Engineering ● Transportation Planning ● ITS
Communications ● Software ● Civil Engineering
Offices in: San Diego, Orange, Los Angeles, Riverside, Pleasanton,
Oakland, Sacramento, Stockton, San Jose, CA; Las Vegas, Reno,
NV; Phoenix, Tucson, Mesa, AZ; Denver, CO
www.kimley-horn.com
KOA CORPORATION
Traffic Engineering ● Transportation Planning ● Roadway Design ●
Traffic Signal Timing
1100 Corporate Center Drive, Suite 201
Monterey Park, CA 91754 (323) 260-4703
Ontario, CA (909) 890-9693
San Diego, CA (619) 683-2933
Orange, CA (714) 573-0317
Gardena, CA (310) 329-0102
www.koacorporation.com
KUNZMAN ASSOCIATES
“Over 35 Years of Excellent Service”
Certified UDBE/MBE/SBE
Traffic Engineering ● Transportation Planning ● Parking · Noise/
Vibration ● Expert Witness ● Air Quality/Global Climate Change/
Health Risk Assessment
1111 Town & Country Road, Suite 34 · Orange, CA 92868
(714) 973-8383 www.traffic-engineer.com
LEE ENGINEERING
Traffic… It’s what we do
Traffic Engineering ● Transportation Planning ● Intelligent
Transportation Systems
Phoenix, Albuquerque, Dallas, San Antonio, Oklahoma City
www.leeengineering.com info@lee-eng.com
(602) 955-7206 (505) 338-0988
LIN CONSULTING, INC. (UDBE/MBE/SBE)
Traffic Engineering ● Traffic Signal & Lighting ● Freeway
Communications ● ITS ● Worksite Traffic Control ● Transportation
Planning & Studies ● Parking ● Civil and Electrical Engineering
Diamond Bar, CA (909) 396-6850
Tustin, CA (714) 258-8411
San Diego, CA (858) 278-4800
www.linconsulting.com email: inbox@linconsulting.com
LINSCOTT, LAW & GREENSPAN
Engineers & Planners ● Traffic ● Transportation ● Parking
Irvine, CA (949) 825-6175
Pasadena, CA (626) 796-2322
San Diego, CA (858) 300-8800
Woodland Hills, CA (818) 835-8648
www.llgengineers.com
LSA ASSOCIATES, INC.
Mobility Planning ● Traffic Engineering ● Parking Studies ● Capital
Project Development ● Travel Demand Modeling ● Highway
Planning ● Access Studies● Traffic Simulation ● Environmental
Analysis Support
20 Executive Park, Suite 200, Irvine, CA 92614 (949) 553 0666
1500 Iowa Avenue, Suite 200, Riverside, CA (909) 781-9310
email: tony.petros@lsa-assoc.com
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MINAGAR & ASSOCIATES, INC.
ITS ● Traffic Engineering ● Transportation Planning ●
Signal Timing ● Communications ● Construction Management 18662 MacArthur Blvd., Suite 435 Irvine, CA 92612
Tel: (949) 727-3399 Fax: (949) 727-4418 www.minagarinc.
com
THE MOBILITY GROUP
Transportation Planning ● Transit Planning ● Parking ●
Traffic Planning & Engineering ● Management
18301 Von Karman, Suite 580, Irvine, CA 92612
(949) 474-1591 / Fax (949) 474-1599
www.mobilitygrp.com
PARAMETRIX
Parametrix is an engineering, planning and environmental
sciences firm located in offices throughout the west. The
firm’s 300 professionals provide multi-disciplinary services
in transportation planning and design. We assist clients
through all phases of a project, from initial planning through
the environmental permitting and design process, to construction management.
Karen Aspelin, P.E., PTOE
(719) 661-4127
RBF CONSULTING, A COMPANY OF MICHAEL BAKER
INTERNATIONAL
RBF provides Transportation Planning, Public Works/Traffic
Engineering, Intelligent Transportation Engineering, and
Travel Demand Modeling
Over 100 offices serving the United States
(800) 479-3808 www.RBF.com
SENSYS NETWORKS
Sensys Networks is the world’s leading provider of wireless
traffic detection and integrated traffic data systems. We
pro¬vide a universal platform that delivers the most dependable, flexible and cost-effective solutions on the market
today. Our patented, wireless magnetic sensors install in a
fraction of the time with far less disruption to highways and
intersec¬tions than traditional detection technologies. The
Sensys Wireless Vehicle Detection System is deployed in
more than 30 U.S. states and 10 countries. It is the technology standard for the world’s largest traffic data systems.
560 Ninth Street, Suite 219, Berkeley, CA 94710
(510) 548-4620 www.sensysnetworks.com
STANTEC CONSULTING SERVICES, INC.
Traffic & Civil Engineering ● Transportation Planning ●
Traffic Signal Design ● Parking Analysis and Design ●
Program & Construction Management Services
19 Technology Drive, Ste. 200, Irvine, CA 92618
(949) 923-6000 / Fax (949) 923-6121
WHITLOCK & WEINBERGER TRANSPORTATION
“W-Trans,” a certified DBE/WBE, provides the following
services, with an emphasis on Sustainable Transportation
Solutions.
Traffic Engineering ● Transportation Planning ● Municipal
Services ● Roundabouts ● Traffic Calming ● Bicycle &
Pedestrian Planning ● Parking ● Traffic Signal Design/
Timing
Santa Rosa and Oakland, CA www.w-trans.com
Tel: (707) 542-9500
WILLDAN
Engineers ● Traffic Engineering ● Transportation Planners
2401 E. Katella Ave. #300, Anaheim, CA 92806
Tel: (714) 940-6300
Regional offices in Anaheim, Los Angeles, San Bernardino,
Phoenix, Sacramento, and Ventura
WILSON OKAMOTO CORPORATION
Civil Engineering ● Traffic Engineering ● Planning
1907 S. Beretania Street, Suite 400, Honolulu, Hawaii
96826
Tel: (808) 946-2277/Fax (808) 946- 2253
www.wilsonokamoto.com
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Western District Officers for 2014
President
Carlos Ortiz. P.E., T.E., PTOE
RBF Consulting , a company of Michael
Baker Intl.
14725 Alton Parkway
Irvine, CA 92618
(949) 855-3657
cortiz@rbf.com
Vice President
Cathy Leong, P.E.
Wilson Okamoto Corporation
1907 S. Beretania Street, Suite 400
Honolulu, HI 96826
(808) 946-2277
cleong@wilsonokamoto.com
Secretary-Treasurer
Mark Spencer, P.E.
W-Trans
475 14th Street, Suite 290
Oakland, CA 94612
(510) 444-2600
mspencer@w-trans.com

District International Director
Jennifer Rosales, P.E., PTOE
City of San Clemente
910 Calle Negocio, Suite 100
San Clemente, CA 92673
(949) 361-6114
rosalesj@san-clemente.org

Technical Editor
Wen Cheng, P.E., PTOE
CSU-Pomona
3801 W Temple Ave
Pomona, CA 91768
(714) 423-0056
wcheng@csupomona.edu

District Administrator
Rory Grindley, P.E.
Pierce County Public Works & Utilities
4301 S. Pine Street, Suite 446
Tacoma, WA 98409
(253) 798-7250
rgrindl@co.pierce.wa.us

Advertising Manager
Robert Sweeting, T.E.
City of Thousand Oaks
2100 Thousand Oaks Boulevard
Thousand Oaks, CA 97362
(805) 449-2438
rsweeting@toaks.org

International President
W. Hibbett Neel, Jr., P.E.
Neel-Schaffer, Inc.
P.O. Box 22625
Jackson, MS 39225-2625
(601) 948-3071

2015 Annual Meeting
Lindsay Sundberg, P.E.
LAC Chair
Lindsay.sundberg@kimley-horn.com
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Past President
Karen Aspelin, P.E., PTOE
Parametrix
(719) 661-4127
kaspelin@parametrix.com

International Vice President
John J. Kennedy, P.E., PTOE
Vanasse Hangen Brustlin, Inc.
98 Wayside Inn Rd.
Framingham, MA 01701
(617) 924-1770
jkennedy@vhb.com

District International Director
Monica Suter, P.E., PTOE
City of Santa Ana
20 Civic Center Plaza, M-43
Santa Ana, CA 92702
(714) 647-5645
msuter@santa-ana.org

Managing Editor
Joey Paskey, P.E., PTOE
Atkins
20860 N. Tatum Blvd., Suite 260
Phoenix, AZ 85050
(702) 551-0286
joey.paskey@atkinsglobal.com

District International Director
Jenny L. Grote, P.E., PTOE
City of Phoenix
200 W. Washington St., 5th floor
Phoenix, AZ 85003
(602) 256-4337
jenny.grote@phoenix.gov

Webmaster/ WebNewsletter
Justin Link, P.E.
MSN Engineers
4580 E. Thousand Oaks Blvd., Suite 101
Westlake Village, CA 91362
(805) 692-6921
jlink@msnengineers.com

Committee Chairs

WesternITE newsletter is the official publication of the Western District (6) of the Institute of
Transportation Engineers. Its purpose is to share information on transportation topics between members
and to communicate to members the activities of the Western District (6). Articles relating to these
purposes are always welcomed and may be sent to either editor. The opinions, findings, techniques
and specific equipment cited by individual authors of WesternITE newsletter articles do not constitute
the endorsement of same by WesternITE. Reprint of any newsletter material (except if copyrighted) for
the purpose of sharing technical information is permissible given that proper reference and the above
paragraph accompany the reprint.
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Career Guidance Committee Chair
Neelam Sharma
URS
neelam.sharma@urs.com

Student Initiatives Chair
Danielle R. Scharf
Sanderson Stewart
dscharf@sandersonstewart.com

Legislative Committee Chair
Tom Mericle
City of Ventura
tmericle@cityofventura.net

Technical Committee Chair
Amit Kothari
amitonekothari@gmail.com

Membership Committee Chair
Joe De La Garza
Parsons Brinckerhoff
delagarzajr@pbworld.com
Public Relations Committee Chair
Chuck Huffine
Jacobs
chuck.huffine@jacobs.com
Student Endowment Chair
Kimberly Leung
SF Municipal Transportation Agency
kimberly.leung@sfmta.com
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Traffic Bowl Committee Chair
Ken Ackeret
Kimley-Horn & Associates, Inc.
ken.ackeret@kimley-horn.com
Vendor Committee Chair
Janna McKhann
NexTech Systems, Inc.
nextech@cox.net

