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4 Fast Facts

 Westwood Village

1. Relaxes zoning code to allow outdoor dining

○ Meters, off-street minimum parking requirements

2. Born out of response to the COVID pandemic

○ Businesses could operate outdoors by converting parking

3. More than 3,000 temporary authorizations 

○ Conversion of 291 parking spaces —> curbside dining

4. Permanent program as of 2024 

○ 80% of retention of existing businesses 



● Allows conversion of up to 2 metered curbside spaces

● LADOT does not recapture lost meter revenue

● Relaxed off-street minimums - 1 parking space per 100 ft² of 
dining space (LAMC § 12.21) 

○ Avg. restaurant (1,000 ft²) = 10 required parking spaces 

● Convert a few spaces or entire parking lot 

Curbside Dining           Private Lot Dining

Larchmont Village    Pacific Palisades
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Research Questions
1. Did Al Fresco keep businesses open during the pandemic?

2. What generated more revenue for the City: dining or parking? 

3. Has the LA Al Fresco program impacted parking demand?



● Meter revenue from 66 former parking spaces 

○ LADOT parking meter revenue (2019)  

● Sales tax revenue from 66 restaurants 

○ Aggregate data from Los Angeles Office of Finance (2022)

Data Collection

Venice Beach



Treatment Corridors: Control Corridor:  
with On-Street Dining without On-Street Dining

Curbside Dining and the City



Larchmont Village
Larchmont Boulevard

● $3 million increase in gross sales 

● $7,000 increase in City sales tax

● 11 curbside restaurants 
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Venice Beach
Abbot Kinney Boulevard

Venice

● Coastal outdoor dining experience

● No metered spaces - currently

● Over $16,000 more in City sales tax 
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Downtown San Pedro

San Pedro

● Cohesive approach and dining experience

● 13 restaurants in 13 former parking spaces 
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● $7 Million increase in gross sales

● $12,000 increase in City sales tax 

● Largest sales tax increase in study
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● Variety of restaurants 

● Similar look and furnishings 

● 16 restaurants in 16 former parking spaces

● Walkable, college town
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● Control corridor without outdoor dining 

○ $5 Million decrease in gross sales 

○ $6,000 decrease in City sales tax 
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Key Findings

Gross Sales Increase: $12 millionLarchmont Village
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Sales Tax Revenue

Total City Sales Tax: $93,742
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 Meter Revenue Loss
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Key Findings

of restaurants 
stayed open

$12M in economic 
benefits

$3.5M average 
increase per corridor

$210,000/year
Meter revenue loss
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Curbside Dining and the City

LADOT oversees the ‘curb to curb’ 
part of L.A. Al Fresco

Department of 
Building & Safety

Department of 
Public Works

LADOT

* Department of City Planning also involved



2.1.24

Launch of Permanent 
Al Fresco Program

1.31.26

Temporary Permits Expire

9.30.23

Applications for
Temporary Permits Close

5.20.20

Temporary COVID Program 
Launches

Today!
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136
Temporary
Authorizations

(95% of original 
applicants)

600
Temporary
Authorizations

(24% of original 
applicants)

1,100
Temporary
Authorizations

(26% of original 
applicants)

Sidewalk Dining Off-Street Dining Curbside Dining
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Where is Curbside Dining Popular?
Commercial corridors - walkable areas with lower speed limits

● Central LA:

○ Downtown LA
■ Arts District, Boyle Heights, Little Tokyo  

○ Larchmont Village
○ Silver Lake

● Westside LA:

○ Westwood and Brentwood

● Coastal and Harbor LA:

○ Pacific Palisades 
○ Venice Beach
○ San Pedro

These areas make up 80% of Curbside Dining enrollment
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Future of Curbside Dining in LA
● Reevaluate after first year of permanent program 

● Reassess cost recovery and meter revenue impacts

● Explore further ways to streamline process

● Develop optional standard dining area plans (like San Pedro)
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Outdoor Dining is here to stay!

of restaurants 
stayed open

$12M in economic 
benefits

$3.5M average 
increase

$210,000/year
Meter revenue loss
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“This city is going to hell! That used to be a parking lot.” 
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Graham Rossmore
Transportation Planner

Bureau of Parking Management
City of Los Angeles (LADOT)

graham.rossmore@lacity.org 
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https://ladot.lacity.org/al-fresco
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