
How Parking has Changed in a Post-COVID World
By William Andrews

From New Normal to Just Normal



Context

• Palo Alto Downtown 
Housing Plan

• Palo Alto, the heart 
of Silicon Valley



Why Analyze Parking?

Affects :
• Where people live
• How people move
• How much it costs to move and

live
• What opportunities they have
• Where do business or go shopping





Occupancy of 100%

• Unmet  d emand

Oc c up anc y of <80 %

• Wast ing sp ac e

Parking oc c up anc y of 85%

• Cap ture s  exis t ing d emand  

with room for room

Adequate Capacity



Downtown Spaces

On-Street Off-Street Overall

Spaces 1,300 3,200 4,500

Opt. Cap. 1,100 2,700 3,800



2018 vs 2019

On-Street Off-Street Overall

2018 78% 82% 81%

2019 78% 78% 78%



2018 vs 2023

On-Street Off-Street Overall

2018 78% 82% 81%

2023 55% 47% 49%







New Parking 
Policies
AB 413 - Daylighting

AB 894 – Shared Parking

AB 1317 – Unbundled Parking

AB 2097 – VMT and Parking Requirements

TOC Requirement – Parking Maximums



What is it mean?

Underused parking

Fewer visitors

Bad business climate

Housing crisis

Empty space

Predevelopment

policy

Built- up area

Connected to transit



New Palo Alto!!!



Just Kidding!
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