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Help! My Project Has a VMT Impact!

• California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) provides rules for 
conducting environmental studies in California  

• SB 743 changes the performance measure for CEQA transportation 
studies (i.e. from level of service/LOS to vehicle miles traveled/VMT)

• Required change for environmental studies only (LOS analysis still 
supported for NEPA, operational analysis, transportation planning, 
etc.)

 

BRIEF OVERVIEW OF SB 743
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LEVELS OF CEQA DOCUMENTS

Help! My Project Has a VMT Impact!

Exemption

Negative Declaration (ND)

Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND)

                            Environmental Impact Report
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LAND DEVELOPMENT PROJECT IMPACTS

Help! My Project Has a VMT Impact!
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MINIMUM PROJECT SIZE

• Statewide Guidance:  110 Average Daily Trips
  Formerly Governor’s Office of Planning and Research (OPR)
  Now Governor’s Office of Land Use and Climate Innovation (LUCI)

• Alternative Minimum Project Size Based on 
        Air Quality Standards
 

Help! My Project Has a VMT Impact!
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MINIMUM PROJECT SIZE BASED 
ON AIR QUALITY THRESHOLD

SCAQMD
Air Quality
Threshold:

3,000 Metric
Tons of

Carbon Dioxide
(MTCO2e)
Per Year

Help! My Project Has a VMT Impact!

CalEEMod
Air Quality 

Model

Size of Project
That Generates

3,000 MTCO2e/year

Daily Trip Generation
of Project that

Generates
3,000 MTCO2e/year
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SAMPLE PROJECT SIZES USING AIR QUALITY 
THRESHOLD (RIVERSIDE COUNTY)

Help! My Project Has a VMT Impact!
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ADJUSTMENTS 
TO VMT/CAPITA 
BASED ON MODEL 
OUTPUT
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CALIFORNIA STATEWIDE TRANSPORTATION 
DEMAND MODEL (CSTDM)

Help! My Project Has a VMT Impact!

• Provides VMT/capita and VMT/employee Statewide

• Available at www.norcalite.org
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TRANSPORTATION PROJECT IMPACTS

Help! My Project Has a VMT Impact!
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QUALITATIVE ANALYSIS

Help! My Project Has a VMT Impact!

• CEQA:  “Generally, qualitative analyses should only be
  conducted when methods do not exist for undertaking quantitative     
  analysis”

• Applications
         - Intersections
         - Short Roadway Widenings
         - Interchanges
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APPLICABLE TO BOTH LAND DEVELOPMENT
AND TRANSPORTATION PROJECTS

Help! My Project Has a VMT Impact!

• Consistency With Adopted General Plan
  

• VMT Mitigation Fees, Banks, and Exchanges
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LAWSUITS
• Cleveland National Forest Foundation vs. County of San Diego
 - Original Transportation Impact Study (TIS) Guidelines Sued
 - Revised TIS Guidelines Also Sued
 - County Prevailed in Lower Court; Lost on Appeal
              - Case is Heading to California Supreme Court

• Olen Properties vs. City of Newport Beach and Hilltop vs. County of San Diego
 - Environmental Studies Conducted Under LOS Rules Can Continue to Use LOS
 - Possible Implications for Tiering From General Plan Environmental Clearance

Help! My Project Has a VMT Impact!
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CONCLUSIONS AND LOOK FORWARD

Help! My Project Has a VMT Impact!

• ITE Resources
 - Northern California ITE Website (www.norcalite.org)
 - ITE Guide to SB 743
 - VMT Analysis of Roadway Projects (Expected Soon)
              - Rural Induced Demand Study
• Future Lawsuits to Provide Direction
• Increased Interest Among Decision-Makers Regarding 

Roadway Projects
• VMT Fees, Banks and Exchanges Coming, But VMT Mitigation 

Still Difficult
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