—Testifying at Trials

By John E. Fisher, P. E., PTOE



Nature of Attorneys



Explain and Emphasize
Motions In Limine



e Anticipate Questions

e Prepare Concise Answers
e Arrive Early

e Layout of Courtroom



e HDM



Tell the Truth



e Reputation
e Credibility



Chance

Wear Dressy, Dignified Attire



e Calm
e Confident
e No Jokes




e Eye Contact with Judge,
Counsel and Jury



e During breaks, don't talk to
any jurors nor to opposing
counsel



e Consistency with Deposition
e Concise
e Avoid Jargon



e Statement Misrepresentation
e Asking similar questions multiple times
e Double Negative Questions
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e "Risk” vs. “Unsafe”, “Dangerous”



e State “do not understand” to long,
convoluted questions



e Application of HDM

e MUTCD Consensus Process
e MUTCD “Shall”, “Should”, “May”,
“Required” and "Recommended”
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