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SAFE SYSTEM APPROACH

Safe System 
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NTSB (2017)



NCHRP 17-97-Initial Findings

Take aways from NCHRP’s Strategies to Improve 
Pedestrian Safety in Darkness

o Darkness INCREASE pedestrian risk,

o High speed limits (and faster roadway design speed) appear 
to have more influence on driver speed behavior,

o Almost no application of night speed limits



AB 43 & AB 1938

5 MPH Reduction for: 

o Safety Corridors less than 1/5 of the 
network;

o High Generators of Ped and Bike;

o Business Activity Districts;

o Max Speed Reduction of 12.4 mph from 
85th % speed;

o Lower Speed Limit from 25 to 20 or 15 
MPH;

o E&TS extended from 10 to 14 years.



Ca MUTCD Safety Corridor Update



COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO

282 E&TS 
Segments or 

400 miles

98 segments 
meet both 

Safety & High 
Bike\Ped 

Activity Corridor 
Conditions

167 segments-
Safety Corridors 
(< 1/5 of 1,950 

miles or 390 
miles)

1,950 Miles of 
Roads

165 segments 
meet High 
Bike/Ped 

Activity Corridor 
Conditions

Mostly RURAL condition

Two Options in Implementation:

o Option 1 - All Speed 
reductions in one action

o Option 2 – Speed 
Reduction Segment by 
section 



CITY OF SAN DIEGO

Urban Condition

o 10 Years collision data;

o Some Segment with a different 
speed in each direction;

o Short blocks that meet 
Business Activity District;

o Ca MUTCD updated to include 
“Systemic or Predictive 
Crashes”-Table 2B-105(CA) 
(Option) 

1,200 E&TS 
Segments or 

840 miles

Over 700 
segments meet 
both Safety & 
High Bike\Ped 

Activity Corridor 
Conditions

Over 700 
segments-Safety 
Corridors (< 1/5 
of 3,185 miles 
or 637 miles)

3,185 Miles of 
Roads

Over 1,000 
segments meet 
High Bike/Ped 

Activity Corridor 
Conditions



ITE-FHWA REPORT

Strategic Speed Management Program

City of Austin, Texas – Target speeds based on 
street context.



ITE-FHWA REPORT

Self Enforcing Roadways

City of Golden, Colorado – Modern 
roundabout section (with 4 roundabouts), 
narrow roads using center medians, and 
restricted left turns  



CA Manual for Setting Speed Limits 

                                          Setting Speed on Context (Statutory Speed?)

A. 30 MPH - High Residential/Commercial 
Land use (Speed Limit 25, 30, or 35 MPH);

B. 40 MPH - Medium Residential/Commercial 
Land Use (Speed Limit 35, 40, or 45 MPH); 

C. 50 MPH - Low Residential/Commercial 
Land Use (Speed Limit 45, 50, or 55 MPH);



CA Manual for Setting Speed Limits 

                                             Context Setting Speed – Statutory Speed 

A. Prevailing (85th%) speed Data;

B. Implement Speed Management to get 
85th% speed in line with statutory speed;

C. Speed Limit can go down 5 MPH based on 
AB 43 (e.g., Safety Corridor, Ped/Bike, etc.)

D. Speed Limit can go up 5 MPH based on the 
85th% speed; and

E. Agency chose to set speed based on E&TS 
or use the statutory speed;  



It’s ALL about 
SAVING LIVES

Thank you!
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