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Presentation Outline and Goals
1. The Problem

2. The Solution and Best Practice 
a. Hoboken, NJ

b. Boston, MA

c. Montebello, CA

d. Tacoma, WA

e. Portland, OR

f. Encinitas, CA

g. b!/¢hΥ ά±ƛōǊŀƴǘ /ƛǘƛŜǎ 5ƻƴΩǘ .ǳǊƴέ

3. Top Tips and Takeaways
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Main Problem: 

Increasing Traffic Fatalities
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Global Traffic Fatalities
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12.9 traffic fatalities in the 
US per 100k residents

12.4 traffic fatalities in 
Mexico per 100k residents

SOURCE: International 

Transport Forum
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VMT = Vehicle Miles Traveled
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While pedestrian 

deaths in Europe 

continue to decline.
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Part of the Solution: 

Safe Street Design with Traffic Calming
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Boston is installing 1,500 speed humps onto 80+ miles of streets. 
Drivers will encounter a speed hump every 150 to 250 feet. 
Because drivers can see the next speed hump aheadΣ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ 
more likely to drive a consistent, slower speed.
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Speed humps: Primary Tool to Reduce Speeding in Boston
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Best Practice Horizontal Traffic 
Calming: Mid-Block Roundabout
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Vertical Traffic Calming Devices
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speed pillows

speed lumps



Major Hurdle to installing traffic calming: 

Fire Departments
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άCΦ5Φ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ¢ǊŀŦŦƛŎ /ŀƭƳƛƴƎΥ

1. Increased Response Time
2. Wear and Tear on our vehicles
3. Discomfort and possible further 
injuries to patients being transported. 
4. Possible firefighter and EMS 
injuriesΦέ
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My Experience with Fire Departments
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Project Locations



City of Montebello: 

Persistence met 

with kindness
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Smooth transition
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Rounded edge



Crosswalk Sign with (small) Speed table

A gentle sloped ramp allows emergency vehicles to pass with minimal delay

Emergency Vehicle Friendly (small) Speed Table
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(Tacoma, Washington)
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(Portland, OR)

These also work for emergency service vehicles.



Speed Cushion 
Redesign 
Memorandum 
of 
Understanding 
(MOU)
ÅApproved July 2019

ÅIn response to concerns 
raised by Portland Fire and 
Rescue (PF&R) Inter-
departmental Memo of 
Agreement, 

ÅChanges requested by PF&R 
include a wider gap between 
bump portions, a narrower 
traversable cushion, and a 
wider channel edge taper. 

ÅNon-binding agreement
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Offset Speed Table with Islands and 
Emergency Response Path (Portland, 
OR)
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Speed tables on the 101 in Encinitas
17,000 motor vehicles per day (ADT)
(Encinitas Housing Element Update EIR)

Florida DOT is now allowing speed tables on state roads with up to 30,000 motor vehicles per day 



Truck ApronsG
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SOURCE: (Former) Portland, OR, Fire Chief Mike Myers
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Qualities of Non-Vibrant Cities        Qualities of Vibrant Cities


