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PROJECT PARTICULARS

Active Transportation Program
(ATP) grant funded the project

- Funding managed by California
Department of Transportation

- Project initiated in March 2022
Adopted in June 2023

City of Mendota
Safe Routes to

School Master Plan

Public Review Draft
April 2023
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PLAN ELEMENTS

* Parent Survey Response

Summary
e Existing Conditions Report
e Safety Analysis «nene il T B B B
* School Event Outreach Summary NALYSS s of Concern densficatio)
* School Site Audits
* Draft Safe Routes to School rrerananon [T

Master Plan

 Final Safe Routes to School
Master Plan
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EXISTING CONDITIONS & SAFETY ANALYSIS

CITY OF MENDOTA
SAFE ROUTE TO SCHOOLS MASTER PLAN
EXISTING CONDITIONS

Memorandum
JUNE 21, 2022

Overview

The City of Mendocta is a rural agricultural community located in Fresno County, California. The City's
relatively dense, compact design mazke it well-suited for alternative transportation methods, beyond the
personzl automobile. At the same time, however, street design in the City is not always conducive to safe
pedestrian er bicydist activity. Increasing alternative transpertation cptions is espedially impertant for
students, who may not yet be able to drive themselves to and from school. Increasing the safety of routes
to school creates more options for families trying to get students to school and improves the transportation
network as a whole for all users.

This memorandum examines the existing infrastructure, policies, and programs in place in the City of
Mendota. It will be used to inform the recommended improvements and help pricritize improvement
implementation in the Szfe Routss to School [SRTS) Master Plan.

Existing Setting

The 2020 United States Census recorded a population of 12,595 in the City of Mendota. Approximately 395
of this population is 18 years old or younger. According to the Californiz Department of Finance, the City
populztion is growing by around 23 each year. There are 2,838 househelds in Mendotz, with an average
of 4.29 people per household. 47.5% of units are owner-occupied, and monthly housing costs with a
mortgage are on average approximately $1,254. Monthly average rents are $764.

The City of Mendota is primarily Hispanic or Latino, who account for 96% of the population. 3.6% of the
population is White alone and not Hispanic or Lating, though in total 35.9% of the populstion is White.
0.3% of the population is Black or African American and 0.1% of the population is Native American. 88.5%
of households use a language other than English at home.

The following summarizes existing conditions and considerations for: environmentzl equity, Mendota
Unified School District (MUSD), and the transportation infrastructure system within the City of Mendota.

School Site

— Highways

Collision Severity
L] Fatal
° Injury (Severe)
[ Injury (Complaint of Pain)
© Injury (Other Visible)
Boundaries
L . 1 CityLimit

] 1/4 Mile Buffer
[1 1/2 Mile Buffer

CITY OF MENDOTA

SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL MASTER PLAN
SAFETY DATA ANALYSIS & RECOMMENDED
IMPROVEMENTS
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Infroduction

The City of Mendota is developing a Safe Routes to School (SRTS] Master Plan through a Caltrans Active
Transportation Program (ATP) grant. The primary cbjectives of the SRTS Master Plan are to increase
accessibility and safety for pedestrians, bicyclists, and motorists going to and from schools within the dty
and to improve student health by actively supporting walking and bicycling to and from school. A secondary
objective is to increase driver awareness and promote safe driving habits. From January 1, 2015, to
December 31, 2021, the City of Mendota reported a total of 98 collizions, resulting in 5 fatalities and 122
injuries. Most of these collisions, a total of 60 (61.2%), occurred along either State Route (SR} 33 or SR 180,

This summary includes traffic incident data in Mendota, specifically

focusing on collisions occurring arcund the school sites being Incident Reporting

evaluated as part of the SRTS Master Plan. The Plan will look 3t | ircident doto wes pulled from the

McCabe ¥ School, El v School, | Tramsportation Injury Magping Systam (TIMS).
i y School, Junior High School, and | Thers are s few resons collisions may nat be

Mendota High School. The data contained in this summary iz inaludad in J'Mdsa‘?m. First. mmm"?w e

. = i 3 X be reported to police and have na official

intended to facilitate a3 conversation with the Public Safety incident repart. Additianlly, thers may be

Committes to gather observational data which may not be reflected | reporting discrepansies batwean paiice

in the State incident reporting tocls. This summary also draws | departmants and TIMS. Thara iz alza na way

connections betwsen trends in the incident data and potential | 0 SP9T 3 nearmis and anacdoral aidance

. ) . . . of close calls con still be @ good indicatar of

infrastructure improvements which will be recommended in the the safety of an in ion ar segmant.

final Safe Routes to School Master Plan. Although the final plan will

also include recommended programs and policies, this analysis focuses on physical improvements that

relate to the incident data summarized below.

Data Collection & Mapping

Using historical collision data from the Statewide Integrated Traffic Records System (SWITRS) and the
Tranzportation Injury Mapping System [TIMS) from 2015 through
2021, four maps of occurrences within the City of Mendota were CWITES one TS ) .
created detsiling collision types, collision szeverity, pedestrian symms:;fdam m".‘:;“"dmpj“g_
collisions by location, and pedestrian collisions by violation type. | swiTas i the record system tracking incident
Each map is summarized below and can be seen in Figures 2 through | reports. TIMS iz o mopping tool which cssists
5. The maps provide a city-wide view of the TIMS Data from 2015 to | 7 eatial analyzis of the raparted inzidants.
2021. School sites are buffered on the maps, highlighting collisions | |° 9950 & réfared to a2 TIME data

R o ; - throughout this document.
which occurred within 4-mile and ¥%-mile of 2 school.

SWITRS & TIMS
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SITE AUDIT

WASHINGTON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
MISSING CROSSWALK G

Some intersections do not have marked crosswalks for the side streets.

180 and 6th 8

NON-DIRECTIONAL PEDESTRIAN RAMPS

Pedestrian ramps may either point into the center of the road (non-
directional) or towards the specific direction of the crossing (directional).
Non-directional ramps direct pedestrians into the intersection with cross-
traffic, so directional ramps are preferred.

Non-directional

The crosswalk at 6th and Pucheu streets is not aligned with the
pedestrian ramp.
b ]

o

&thand
Pucheu

BLOCKED SIGNAGE

Trees block pedestrian crossing signage from view from the street.

6thand |
Pucheu ) ‘ . A
MISSING SIGNAGE CROSSING GUARD PROGRAM "! : }
\ . - Instructional signage at push-button pedestrian crossing Crossing guards are needed for short periods of time
. at Sth and Pucheu is missing. during typical working hours, which makes it difficult ‘
HIGH SPEED CORRIDOR to find people who are available to work as guards. The

schools have identified this as an issue and are working to | -

Street design contributes to frequent speeding along Oller Street (State develop solutions to having limited crossing guards. | ‘

Route 180). A road diet was completed in mid-2022 which reduced the
streets to one travel lane in each direction with a bike lane and parking
lane where appropriate. Marked crossings were also added as part of this
project. The road diet is anticipated to address speeding concerns.
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IMPROVEMENT MAPPING
THE 6 Es

RE-APPLY HIGH VISIBILITY STRIPING

[ E d u C a t i O n Repaint crosswalks with high visibility thermoplastic striping.

RE-ALIGN CROSSWALK

Repaint crosswalk so it is aligned with existing pedestrian ramp.

d E NCcoura ge ment SIGNAGE ADJUSTMENTS

Ensure signage is visible. Relocate signage or remove blockage.

PY E n in ee ri n SIGNAGE ADDITIONS
g g Add missing instructional signage.
DIRECTIONAL PEDESTRIAN RAMPS
[ ] E f m t Pedestrian ramps may either point into the center of the road (non-
n O r C e e n directional) or towards the specific direction of the crossing (directional).
Non-directional ramps direct pedestrians into the intersection with cross-
. traffic, so directional ramps are preferred. While these locations would be
o E | t good candidates for directional ramps, existing site conditions may make
Va u a I O n their installation impossible or infeasible if additional infrastructure is
needed (such as a bulb-out). Adjusting crosswalk striping to make it clear
pedestrians may be farther into the intersection may also be appropriate.

¢ E q u ity NO PARKING ZONES

Paint curbs red to indicate no parking where parked cars could block line
of site to crosswalks.

ROAD DIET

To address high speeds on state routes through Mendota, Caltrans
completed a road diet which removed travel lanes and added bike lanes.
A second project along these routes is planned to add flashing pedestrian
beacons and bulb-outs, though final locations are not confirmed for

this project. It may be appropriate to add additional pedestrian facilities
following the design of that project, which will require coordination with

WASHINGTON
ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL

Caltrans.

| S . I,
BIKE LANES CROSSING GUARD PROGRAM DRIVER EDUCATION PROGRAM L‘ NS
Expand bike lane network to connect residences to schools. Separated, Increase number of intersections with crossing guards Produce materials and host events to make drivers aware
striped lanes are preferred though in some instances a share the road on-duty during school arrival and dismissal. of driving safety best practices.
sign may be appropriate. Where conflicts between vehicles and bicyclists POLICE PRESENCE

may occur, the bike lane should be painted green.
Increase police presence during arrival and dismissal to
enforce traffic laws.
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OUTREACH
GOAL

Ensure all transportation concerns of parents and students were considered in
the planning process

CHALLENGES

* Project team is not from the community
e Bilingual community

 Additional transportation projects happening concurrently
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OUTREACH

urveys
orkshops

ideo
ebinar

armer’s Market
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AREAS OF CONCERN

This map wil help determine areas of concern along routes to each school and help identify and prioritize potential
improvements.
10pc ayudaro o determiriar Greas de preocupacion a lo largo de las rutas a coda escuela y ayudara o identificar y
priorizar posibles mejoramientos.
NSTRUCTIONS/INSTRUCCIONES
Use the color sticker that s iow your student most often gets to and from school. Place 3 sticker where there
safety concerns along yor qudsm s route to school. Utiice /2 calcomania del color que muestre la manera mds
jente de como su hijo/a vo y viene de la escuela, Coloque unc calcorriania en donde haya problemas de sequridad.
Blargo de la ruta escolar que utiiza su hijo/a

@ BIKE/BICICLETA
_ WALK/CAMINANDO
® PERSONAL VEHICLE/VEHICULO PERSONAL

® SCHOOL BUS/AUTOBUS ESCOLAR

PARENT SURVEY ABOUT WALKING AND BIKING TO SCHOOL

Dear Parent or Caregiver SKIP THE PAPER RETURN AND FILL OUT
vour child's school wants to leam your thoughts abaut children walking and biking to schoaol. This THIS SURVEY ONLINE!

sunvey will take about 5 - 10 minutes to complete. W ask that each family complete only one suney sca "“]?':f“??' ??;D‘E;: :\;E:f;ws”
per school your children attend. If more than one child from a school brings a survey home,

pleasa fill out the survey for the child with the next birthday from today's date.

After you have completed this survey, you can send it back to the school with your child, give it
to the teacher, or drop off at Mendota City Hall during normal business hours 8am - 5pm, KMon
— Fri. Your responsas will be kept confidential and neither your name nor your child’s name will
be associated with amy results. E H

CAPITAL LETTERS ONLY — BLUE OR BLACK INK ONLY

School Name:

1. What is the grade of the child who brought home this survey? m Grade (PK, K, 1,2,3..)

2. Is the child who brought home this survey male or female? D Male D Female

3. How many children do you have in Kindergarten through 8th grade? m

4. What is the street intersection nearest your home? [Provide the names of two intersecting streets)

LI TP qane PP IITITIIIITITIT]

Place a clear ‘X' inside box. if youv make a mistake, fill the entire box, and then mark the comect box.

5. How far does your child live from school?
D Less than 1/4 mile D 1/2 mile up to 1 mile D More than 2 miles
D 1/4 mile up to 1/2 mile D 1 mile up to 2 miles D Don’'t know

Place a clear ‘X’ inside box. if you make a mistake, fill the entire box, and then mark the corect box.

&. On most dﬁys. how does your child arrive and leave for school? (Select one choice per column, mark box with X)
A ! LEAVE FROM SCHOOL

D Walk

Bike

! Cl
D School Bus D School Bus
C

D Family Vehicle (only children in your family) Family Vehicle (only children in your family)

D Carpool (Children from other families) D Carpool (Children from other families)
D Transit (city bus, subway, etc.) D Transit (city bus, subway, etc)
D Other (skateboard, scooter, inline skates, etc.) D Other (skateboard, scooter, inline skates, etc.)

Place a clear ‘X' inside box. if youv make a mistake, fill the entire box, and then mark the comect box.

7. How long does it normally take your child to get toffrom school? (Szlect one choice per column, mark box with X)
TRAVEL TIME TO SCHOOL TRAVEL TIME FROM SCHOQOL

D Less than 5 minutes D Less than 5 minutes
D 5-10 minutes D 5-10 minutes

[ 12-20 minutes [ 22-20 minutes

D More than 20 minutes D More than 20 minutes
D Don't know [/ Not sure D Don't know [ Mot sure

CITY OF MENDOTA SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL




UTREACH

PARENT SURVEY ABOUT WALKING AND BIKING TO SCHOOL

Dear Parent or Caregiver

Surveys

be associated with amy results.

 Sent paper surveys home with students

School Name:

vour child's school wants to leam your thoughts about children walking and biking to school. This
sunvey will take about 5 - 10 minutes to complete. W ask that each family complete only one suney SCAN THE QR CODE BELOW OR VISIT
per school your children attend. If more than one child from a school brings a survey home, -
pleasa fill out the survey for the child with the next birthday from today's date.

After you have completed this survey, you can send it back to the school with your child, give it
to the teacher, or drop off at Mendota City Hall during normal business hours 8am - 5pm, KMon
— Fri. Your responsas will be kept confidential and neither your name nor your child’s name will

CAPITAL LETTERS ONLY — BLUE OR BLACK INK ONLY

SKIP THE PAPER RETURN AND FILL OUT
THIS SURVEY ONLINE!

1. What is the grade of the child who brought home this survey?

P QR COd e I i n ked to O n I i n e S u rvey 2. Is the child who brought home this survey male or female?

I srade tpr k. 1.2.3.)
D Male D Female

3. How many children do you have in Kindergarten through 8th grade? m

4. What is the street intersection nearest your home? [Provide the names of two intersecting streets)

LI TP qane PP IITITIIIITITIT]

5. How far does your child live from school?

D Less than 1/4 mile

e Survey provided in English and Spanish

D 1/2 mile up to 1 mile
D 1/4 mile up to 1/2 mile D 1 mile up to 2 miles

Place a clear ‘X' inside box. if youv make a mistake, fill the entire box, and then mark the comect box.

D More than 2 miles

D Don't know

Place a clear ‘X’ inside box. if you make a mistake, fill the entire box, and then mark the corect box.

&. Onmost days, how does your child arrive and leave for school? (3zlect one choice per column, mark box with X)

Walk
O sike
D School Bus
D Family Vehicle (only children in your family)
D Carpoel (Children from other families)
D Transit (city bus, subway, etc.)
D Other (skateboard, scooter, inline skates, etc.)

* Received 225 responses T

LEAVE FROM SCHOOL

D Walk

Bike

Ll
D School Bus
|

Family Vehicle (only children in your family)
D Carpeol (Children from other families)
D Transit (city bus, subway, etc)
D Other (skateboard, scooter, inline skates, etc.)

Place a clear ‘X' inside box. if youv make a mistake, fill the entire box, and then mark the comect box.

7. How long does it normally take your child to get to/from school? (Szlect one choice per column, mark bosx with X)

TRAVEL TIME TO SCHOOL

D Less than 5 minutes

D 5-10 minutes
D 11-20 minutes

D More than 20 minutes
D Don't know [/ Not sure

PROVOST&PRITCHARD
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TRAVEL TIME FROM SCHOQOL
D Less than 5 minutes
5-10 minutes
[ 1220 minutes
D More than 20 minutes
D Don't know / Mot sure
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OUTREACH
Workshops

 Attended four back-to-school nights, parent
teacher conferences, and sporting events

* One event per school site

 |dentified events students and parents will
already be attending

 English and Spanish speaking project staff
attended workshops

PROVOST&PRITCHARD CITY OF MENDOTA SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL 11



OUTREACH
Workshops

and prioritize potental

 Used posters which could be done alone or
with assistance from staff

 Received great insight from parents and
students

 Students from Mendota High School provided
unigue comments not gathered from parents,
surveys, or site visits

PROVOST&PRITCHARD CITY OF MENDOTA SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL 12



OUTREACH
Video

 Released promotional video to
correspond with major
document releases

* English and Spanish versions
were created

Z\
S~y CITY OF
5 2" )
N ‘, )
A\ Y
Xy
Home AboutMendota What's New?  Economic D

Public Documents ~ Contact  Online Utility Bill Pay

Safe Routes to School in Mendota/Rutas Segura a la Escuela en Mendota

A
£ 5 il

CITY OF MENDOTA SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL

Watch on B3 YouTube
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OUTREACH
Webinar

 Held an online workshop to update public

on findings from public outreach and site P _sate Rouiss gL Mendota
visits MENDOTA SAFE ROUTES TO
SCHOOL MASTER PLAN/
. . . PLAN MAESTRO AS SEGURAS A
* Webinar was hosted in English and LA ESUCELA ENu)TA
. ‘ Public Webinar/Seminario Publico
S pa NIS h December 14, 2022

e Hosted live but not attended live Watch on @B Youibe

 Recorded and posted to the website for
the public and City Council to review

PROVOST&PRITCHARD CITY OF MENDOTA SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL 14



OUTREACH

Farmer’s Market

* Hosted booth at weekly market

 Posters provided overview of project status
and findings

e Staff was available to answer questions
from public on the draft Safe Routes to
School Master Plan

PROVOST&PRITCHARD CITY OF MENDOTA SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL 15



LESSONS LEARNED

Outreach

* Consistency in project team

* Commitment to Spanish accessibility

. Partner with community groups and organizations

 Understanding of personal and emotional importance of transportation
Willingness to accept negative feedback

*  Flexibility in feedback opportunities

Value participation from students

PROVOST&PRITCHARD 16
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|CONTACT INFORMATION

Morgan Wright
mwright@ppeng.com PROVO ST&
559-449-2700 PRITCHARD

provostandpritchard.com
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